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Embracing
New Things
DOUG KELLY, HEAD OF STAFF

“I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.” - Isaiah 43:19
I have a friend who serves a church where the members and leaders seem more concerned on remembering the congregational
past rather than discerning God's future.
One of the things that impresses me about Bethany - its members
and leaders - is the appreciation you have for Bethany's past while
maintaining an openness to the new thing God is doing in our midst.
It is fun to watch the way Bethany puts confidence in God, that the
Holy Spirit will indeed meet us in the wilderness that tomorrow is.
Of course, the confidence comes from our reading of Scripture and
the experience of God's grace in our midst.
Some places we have seen God's abiding presence and grace in 2016 include:

Listening for God's Leading
Diana Kunce and Denise Easter of Renewal Ministries Northwest, guided our members and elders in a
four part discernment process on the place of gay Christians in the life of Bethany.
Through this process we believe God is saying to us:
• Be centered on and united in Christ.
• Open my sanctuary to all in a way that is both safe and holy.
• Be courageous in loving one another across differences.
Session continues to work on two next steps:
• Equip the congregation and the session with tools for engaging this issue further.
• Revisit the Holiness and Leadership Statement.
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Going Deeper
Liturgical Calendar
Advent
Lent
Eastertide
Ordinary Time

Personnel Transitions
After a thorough nation-wide search, we welcomed Danielle Merseles as our Director of Youth and
Family Ministries. Then we brought Cody Duoos on board as the Middle School Coordinator. Janet Moore completed her 13 years of service as our Social Service Coordinator and the Director of
Wednesday Night Dinner. We are pleased to welcome our own Barb Williams as the new Director of
Wednesday Night Dinner.

Going Deeper into the Liturgical Calendar
We have just come off of a rich Advent season and we leaned into the seven weeks of Eastertide
with an emphasis on joy and celebration in worship.

Renovations on Howe Houses
The upstairs offices in 3 Howe were upgraded. Work on 7 Howe commenced in January 2017. Soon we
will have four new offices upstairs, an expanded adult education room on the main floor, and an extra
meeting room in the basement. The 11 Howe reconfiguration will include new upstairs classrooms for
4th and 5th grade boys and girls.
God is so faithful to Bethany.
And I will add as the pastor here, that God has been so faithful to me in 2016. I continue to experience
great inspiration worshiping with our vibrant, eclectic worshiping congregation. Some pastors have a
hard time worshiping God on Sunday morning while leading worship. Not me. Not with this singing
group! And I take great joy in working with a competent, Jesus-loving staff and prayerfully discerning
elders and deacons.
God has made streams in the wilderness for Bethany. I look forward to seeing what new springs of
living water will gush up in our 2017.

Doug Kelly, Pastor, Head of Staff
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Bethany
Outreach
LYNNE FARIS BLESSING, ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR OUTREACH
Esperanza
“A place of convergence.” That’s how Earl Johnson, the
former director of Esperanza Ministries in Vancouver Island, described this special place. In my journal, I have
that phrase jotted down and below are written the
words “white, brown, green, blue.” I don’t remember for
sure what he meant, but I believe the colors refer to skin
and trees and sky... Indeed, I found the Esperanza community to be a place of holy convergence -- God meeting
with us, people meeting with people, people with nature,
the past with the present and the future… Our days were
a convergence of work and play, all done in fellowship
and in the spirit of supporting what’s posted on one of
their walls -- Vision: We seek the day that the West Coast of
Vancouver Island is transformed by the Holy Spirit, releasing us
all to freely serve and worship God.
The week I spent at Esperanza Ministries this past summer with about 50 others from Bethany, Elim Baptist and
the Esperanza staff was definitely a shining highlight of
2016. Apart from precious Sunday mornings throughout
the year, it often feels like we have just an hour or two
here or there to be together with people outside our own
households or workplaces. One thing I love about mission trips is the luxury of having lots of time to spend together, learning more about God’s world and each other,
serving, laughing, playing games, reflecting… I also LOVE
seeing people use their unique gifts for good. Remodeling homes, making crafts, installing internet wires, cooking, gardening, digging ditches, sorting through piles of
recycling, cleaning homes, painting, leading worship… So
many gifts!
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Esperanza
Vancouver Island
“During the fall, winter, and spring,
Esperanza offers a place of rest for
those who need refuge from the
‘storms of life’. - Esperanza website

Historically, Esperanza has been a place where First
Nations peoples could stop and rest during canoe
journeys. In 1937 it became a place where medical
aid was offered, and a hospital existed there until
1974. Named after the nearby Inlet, “Esperanza,”
which means “hope” in Spanish, Esperanza has
served as a place of rest, refuge and healing from
the “storms of life.”
In a year when divergence and division in our society and world has weighed heavily on our hearts, I
believe many of us experienced healing and renewing of our souls at Esperanza. The theme for April
Huizenga’s photo exhibit in the ramp room aptly
captures the experience: “Disconnecting to Reconnect.” At Esperanza, God’s desire for us to reconnect
with God and with each other becomes reality as so
many of God’s gifts converge in this beautiful spot. I
wonder if the Spirit might be nudging you to participate in this what God is doing on Vancouver Island,
or maybe there’s another place of holy convergence
for you in 2017…

Other highlights from 2016…
• Prayer walks around the Seattle Police Department
headquarters with friends from Urban Impact
• Meeting with many of our outreach partners who
inspire and encourage me with the love they have
for God’s precious people
• Outreach book discussions, often led by our outreach partners from near and far
• Reaching out to Refugees – a renewed initiative
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Global Outreach
GENA MORGAN, ELDER

Global/Regional Outreach
Global and Regional Outreach is an expression of our congregation's commitment to demonstrating Christ’s compassion by meeting human and spiritual needs around the world, and intentionally
linking people across social, cultural, racial and economic barriers. Bethany dedicates a portion of
its budget every year to financially support members and ministries serving as the hands and feet
of Christ in the world. Groups from Bethany have served in places as far away as Honduras and Kenya, and more locally with Tierra Nueva in the Skagit Valley, and on Vancouver Island with Esperanza
Ministries. Teams meet faithfully to pray for ministry partners in China, Honduras, and Kenya. The
Outreach Book Group meets regularly, led by visiting ministry partners and members, and last year
brought over 60 members together to discuss social justice and Christ's heart for the world. Finally,
a newly forming Refugee Ministry is seeking God's wisdom in how Bethany might respond locally to
newly arrived refugees in our midst.

Highlight from Nuevo Amanecer, Honduras
Bethany is entering a new phase in its partnership with a farming community in Honduras: Nuevo
Amanecer. Over the last two years, Agros International has been working with Nuevo Amanecer and
preparing the community for “graduation.” This includes an end to direct support from Agros, and the
final transfer of land titles to the 14 families working the land and sustaining the community. A team
from Bethany plans to travel to Nuevo Amanecer this spring to participate in the land title ceremony.
Bethany continues to provide financial, prayer and relational support
to the community as they go through this transition. Over the past
year we have supported the work of a local agronomist, provided a
stipend for a teacher (who grew up in the community) to work in the
community school, helped complete a portion of the irrigation system, and provided seed and fertilizer. In turn, Nuevo Amanecer continues to sustain our relationship through their prayers for Bethany.
Their embrace in mutual friendship is a visible reflection of God’s love
between His people.
8

Local Outreach
CHARIS HNIN, ELDER

By God’s grace, Bethany continues to minister to our local community here in Seattle and in the
greater Puget Sound area. God has blessed us at Bethany to give generously with our time, gifts and
resources as we continue to partner with our many local outreach partners.
Here are 2016 Highlights:

Refugee Project
In the summer, Bethany partnered with World Relief to host the
Refugee Project. Bethany attendees learned about the challenging journeys refugees face migrating from one country to another.
As part of the project, we also fellowshiped and shared lunch with
members of Myanmar American Christian Church in Tukwila, a
congregation of primarily refugees and immigrants.

Snack Drive
Brian and Lynn Beaumont envisioned and helped to coordinate a
snack drive outside Trader Joe’s to support New Horizons Day Center. This gave an opportunity for Bethany-ites to volunteer and buy
snacks and supplies for the youth, while also engaging the Queen
Anne community. The snack drive was a huge success as nearly 70
bags of groceries were donated.

Annual Fundraiser
In the fall, around 40 Bethany-ites attended King County Youth Chaplaincy’s annual fundraiser. Following up on this, one of the young men (a fruit of KCYC’s ministry) along with Jon Abe (chaplain) came
and spoke to our congregation and led a small group Q&A after the service.
We are thankful for the many ways that Bethany and our members are able to bring God’s Kingdom
into our communities and into our hearts through local outreach partnerships.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF 2016

From World Relief website
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Congregational
Care
LINDA CUTSHALL, DIRECTOR OF CONGREGATIONAL CARE
The Personnel Committee provides 3-month sabbaticals for pastoral staff following every seven years
of ministry at Bethany. This was my year for the sabbatical leave.

As Director of Congregational Care I meet with individuals who are going through difficult times, as
well as guide and equip others in areas of pastoral care: Stephen Ministry, deacons, visitation, Bethany
101 and integration within the church body, congregational life, group life and women’s ministry. I
also offer spiritual direction with women, advocate for women experiencing domestic violence and
encourage people who are exploring adoption. With another staff member, I oversee our Acts 4:32
fund, helping people within our congregation who need temporary financial assistance.

Sabbatical Learning
This year, I was able to take a 3 month sabbatical, during which time I visited 10 different churches to
see how they welcomed and integrated newcomers. One of the benefits of these visits was experiencing a wide variety of worship styles with followers of Jesus in multiple settings, from a small church in a
business setting, a large church with 3 Sunday services each Sunday, to a Saturday night congregation
sharing another church’s facility. I took photos, made notes, gathered materials and interacted with
greeters, newcomer table hosts, and staff with job descriptions similar to mine.
Since sabbatical, I have shared insights with our leadership and have been working with Zach, Doug,
Elders and Deacons to increase the sense of hospitality for new people visiting Bethany, In 2017, you
will see Zach’s work on a new Bethany website which includes a more user-friendly path for information and opportunities for connection for newcomers, more greeters in our lobby before both 9am
and 10:45 am services who can assist ushers in helping people find their way around our campus, and
Newcomer Gatherings scheduled 4 times a year. You’ll also notice better signage and people sporting
“Here to Help” name tags.
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Deacon Ministry

BOB KUNDE, DEACON MODERATOR
Deacons at Bethany are called to minister “to the poor, the hungry, the sick, the
friendless, the oppressed, those burdened by unjust policies or structures, or anyone
in distress.” We look for individuals or people groups within Bethany who
might be experiencing a sense of being forgotten, overlooked or disconnected. We also serve those outside Bethany through the Deacon fund.
In 2016 we saw Deacons in action in many locations:
• At church, serving communion and praying;
• On rooftops, removing moss or climbing into a tree to remove dead
branches for folks in needed of some assistance;
• In rooms, scrubbing floors, emptying trash, and assisting in decluttering;
• In open spaces, pushing a hand truck or with arms loaded with boxes, as
we held five different “moving parties” last year.
Deacons were seen at Taproot Theatre, as they accompanied some of BPC’s Seniors to three different productions. Deacons sent birthday cards, provided rides, delivered tulips and modest Christmas
presents to many of Bethany’s members who are over 65.
Deacons were seen in the Fellowship Hall kitchen and in cars, first preparing our famous chicken and
vegan burritos, then delivering them to families needing meals due to illness or the arrival of a child.
When we were unable to solve certain problems ourselves, we delivered an encouraging word and
Safeway gift cards to folks who had a child being treated at Children’s Hospital, or who were living in
a tent under the Ballard Bridge. We helped other folks with utility bills, prescriptions, rent, and bus
transportation.
We look forward to another year of service and look to you to help make us aware of needs for a loving hand.
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Deacon Fund
The Deacons Fund reaches out to people
in our communities by providing financial assistance to individuals, families
and organizations that have connection
to someone in the Bethany community.

Deacon Fund

DON SIEBERS, KRISTY CHAMPAGNE, LINDA CUTSHALL - DEACONS FUND
Contribution Types

Deacon’s Fund 2016
2016 BUDGET -- $2,500

GIFT CARDS
ASSISTANCE
SUPPLIES
SCHOOL
DONATIONS
GROCERIES
GAS
CLOTHING
MEALS
RENT
HOTEL
UTILITIES
TENT
HEATER
WHEELCHAIR
FIELD TRIPS
YEARBOOKS
KLEENEX

2016

$20,563

2016 Donations from Members - $6,738
OPENING BALANCE (Jan ‘16) -- $12,780
CLOSING BALANCE (Dec ‘16) -- $14,898
Checking Account Balance - $5,665
TOTAL BALANCE ACROSS ACCOUNTS - $20,563

2016 Stories
We helped a client of one of our Bethany members, who fell behind in her rent
due to a stay in the hospital. She was so moved by our helping her out, that
she expressed the following:
“I felt very loved by people I hadn't ever met. So loved, in fact,
that I have been attending Bethany since then. I stopped going to
church about a year ago because, frankly, people at the churches I had been to didn't...Well, they didn't act like how you (all) do.”
While we typically provide assistance to people in need locally, we did assist
with two international situations this year, including a friend of one of our
Deacons in Somalia who assists a large number of people, mostly street children, in two homes that she’s started. Her mother is elderly and requires assistance and she recently took in her brother’s children after he was abducted
and taken to jail in another country. It is satisfying to know that the care of
our church extends to people across the world, including those of different
cultures and religions.
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Membership / Newcomers
CAROL ANDERSEN, ELDER
Newcomers
First of all, I want to say thank you to all of you who have welcomed people quietly dropping in at our
worship services. It may have been a smile, a quick greeting, or an intense conversation, but please
know that you are really acting on behalf of Jesus himself, when you welcome others.

Membership
In response to feedback Linda had received, we tried something new this fall - holding a Bethany 101
class on a Tuesday evening, which included time around the table. On November 13th, we received
13 new members during our worship service. This was a great group - it was very encouraging to see
how so many were already actively involved in the life of the congregation. Three high schoolers also
joined through confirmation process earlier in the year,
A main focus this year for Linda Cutshall and myself, in terms of membership, was to go through the
membership rolls, contacting inactive members (many of whom had moved from Seattle), and when
appropriate removing them from the membership rolls. In all, we removed 68 people. Through these
contacts, however, I had some great interactions and was greatly encouraged by the expressions of
the gratitude people shared concerning their time at Bethany. Here are just a few:
• “Bethany Presbyterian taught me how to be part of a community that is centered on Christ.”
• “We love Bethany and it will always be a special place for us.”
• “I appreciate you reaching out and your kindness during that incredibly difficult period.”
• “I know I’ll always be a spiritual member there.”
• “I have many good memories of Bethany. I’ll never forget how you listened to my story and welcomed me during a very vulnerable period of my life. I’m very grateful.”
• “I deeply miss attending Bethany services and the wonderful community.”
In reading some of the notes that Linda wrote to our young people who have moved on, I was moved
by a line she used several times: “Your name is written on God’s heart.”
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Small Groups
Trying New Things
Small Group push
Young Adult Group
New Member Group
Lent Groups (2017)

Group Life

BARB WILLIAMS, ELDER
This past year has been a time of transitions and trying new things in Small Groups.
The leadership transitioned mid-year from Becky Jo Tuell Simpson to myself. I joined the session for
the July meeting, then transitioned off session in October when I was hired as the new Director of
Wednesday Night Dinner. Group Life, more than any other elder position, has had a series of leadership changes in the past two years. Let's hope that the next elder will be able to continue the work we
have started and stay onboard for a little more time! I thank God for Linda Cutshall, who has been a
steady presence in connecting people to small groups and helping the Group Life elder with the details of this ministry.
We tried several new things this past year. We had a good small group push in the fall when I placed
blurbs in the Sunday Bulletin, had an information table in the Fellowship Hall, gave an invitation to
join a small group during the Sunday service announcements, and had an article in the September
Bethany Briefs. During the fall, I had ten people express interest in small groups through Connect
Cards and had 15 personal email/in-person requests. I sent a total of 71 emails to connect people to
new small groups and confirm connections. There were 18 people assigned to new small groups.
Two new small groups were started in the fall. One led by young adult and new member, Riley Baird,
on Friday nights. And one led by me and Joy Thomas on Thursday nights in the Parlor. We thought
that the Thursday group would be especially appealing to parents of children who go to Bethany
Youth Group... drop off your children then walk over to the Parlor for a Bible Study and prayer. Unfortunately, after several meetings both groups had a drop in membership and we are seeking God
as to our next steps. My experience tells me that it is best to place people in existing groups, rather
than starting a group with all new members, but that is difficult, too, because few existing groups have
room for more people.
Our plans for 2017 include a Lent Small Group series to coincide with the Lent sermon scriptures. I
am in the process of writing a draft of the Lent guide and we will be soon advertising the opportunity
to join a new 6-week group. Also coming in 2017 is a new Group Life elder. God guide the Nominating
Committee to the right person.
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Children &
Families

DIANNE ROSS, MINISTER TO CHILDREN & FAMILIES
Collaboration was a big theme in Children & Family Ministries this year. Here are a few examples of
the “good fruit” that came out of working together with other ministries at Bethany:

Una Voce Choir
For years Children & Family Ministries has
dabbled with a student choir. After much
prayer and collaboration with Kyle Turver
(Worship Director) and various youth directors, “Una Voce” choir for 3rd-8th grade
students was born in January 2016, led by
Rebecca Ewing. The students sang in worship on Palm Sunday, Pentecost Sunday,
and most recently with the adult choir for an
amazing rendition of “The World Is About To
Turn” on the 2nd Sunday of Advent. Present
3rd-8th graders are encouraged to join the
choir when it restarts in February.

Welcoming Advent Event
In the past this has been an “every
other year” event, put on by and for
Children & Family Ministries. This
year some visionaries in other departments encouraged us to “work together, think a little bigger, and invite
folks beyond children and families.”
We had a record number of folks (182)
from all ages and stages of life.
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Third Grade
God Love Me Bibles
Upon completing a Bible Milestone,
third graders receive their own Bibles
during a worship service.

Other Highlights of 2016
Families Serving Together
We coordinated with Bethany ministry partners
to provide 11 service events and trips for children and their parents. A highlight was our Kickoff event: making 100 “promise packs” for Syrian
refugee children.

Farewells and Hellos
We said “farewell” to elders Laurie Nelson (Paris) and Darien Palpant (Australia), and “hello” to
new elders Kristin Wilhite and Whitney Broetje.

Summer Interns
Leah Penney and Danny Anderson.
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Youth &
Families
DANIELLE MERSELES, DIRECTOR OF YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRIES
I did not expect God to be preparing me for a new chapter in His ongoing story at Bethany, but I’m
thrilled to be a part of it.

Summer Mission Trips
The first six months have been filled with so many new relationships, joy and energy. Both the summer mission trips for Middle School and High School proved to be a great way to simply get to know
leaders and students. I was impressed with the Middle Schoolers’ willingness to serve as the hands
and feet of Christ on the streets of Portland. On the High School trip to Tijuana, students interacted
with neighbors, families, and children. They played games, painted, and hammered until the sun literally was going down. While that trip might be remembered for the four houses built, I want to highlight the relationships that were built as a result of our trip.

Youth Groups
As fall began, we hired Cody Duoos as the Middle School Coordinator. Middle School continues to be a
vibrant and energetic group of students, and I am thrilled at Cody’s leadership so far. The 6th graders
learned about the Sacraments, had a sleepover, and led the congregation in worship with great joy.
For High Schoolers, this fall has included a variety of opportunities for students to grow in community with each other and Jesus. Kyle Turver (Worship Director) and Kyle Dybdal began meeting with
young musicians before youth group. This had been a great delight for all, as students are having an
opportunity to lead our worship through music at youth group. Additionally, high schoolers went on
a fall retreat, where they explored their identity as children of Christ. They had a blast playing games
together, exploring the cabin in Gig Harbour, and opening up in small groups. There was a moment
when a group of students were baking cookies with me, and one of them asked me to play Christmas
music. My heart swelled with joy, as I felt like God was reminding me of how much delight it brings me
to simply get to know students through conversations and experiences. God knows me and is at work
as I get to know the community at BPYG.

What’s Ahead...
The beginning of 2017 has me excited for the upcoming milestones for 7th and 8th graders, Confirmation, and planning a summer full of opportunities for students to connect with each other, the whole
Bethany family, and Jesus in a deeper way.
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Sixth Grade
Sacrament Retreat
The kids at Bethany learn about Baptism
and Communion, then make bread for
the Sunday worship service. They also
participate in leading the service.

Middle School Report
CODY DUOOS, MIDDLE SCHOOL COORDINATOR
I was privileged to be hired as the Middle School Coordinator this Fall. We’ve done so much since then
that I was shocked to realize it has only been three months since I started - it feels like much longer!

Sacraments Retreat
A highlight thus far has been the Sacraments Retreat, where the 6th grade students learned about
Baptism and Communion, and baked communion bread for the service the following day. They were
also supposed to lead worship, announcements, prayers, scripture...everything. I confess that I was
initially nervous and skeptical about their ability to do this. But we assigned roles and practiced, and
the students were so excited about it. They were focused and wanted to do a good job. I had not seen
youth so enthusiastic outside of getting candy or throwing dodgeballs at each other, so I felt that
things were going in a good direction.
Then the time for the service rolled around and one of the students, who I had only seen wear athletic
clothes, showed up in jeans and nice shirt and I thought, “Hey, at least they’re dressed well.” It’s the
little victories in life that one must relish. Then the service happened, and they knocked it out of the
park! I was so proud of them!
After the service, I received quite a few
notes thanking me for my work with the
youth. But I could not have done this in
just three short months. This was imprinted on them by their parents and this congregation - by growing up surrounded in a
supportive Christian community.
This is just one of the many memories I
have of Bethany Middle School and I am
eager to make more in 2017!
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Youth & Family Ministry
CHUCK MCFARLAND, ELDER

It’s been a big year in Youth Ministry at Bethany. The year kicked off with transition of leadership, with
an interim team running the high school ministry. The team consisted of Rick Hudson, Nicole Gelbach,
myself, and Laura Nile, who served double-duty with both middle school and high school students.
In June, after an exhaustive search process with a great search team, we had the great joy of welcoming Danielle Merseles as our new Director of Youth Ministries. Danielle jumped in and quickly got busy
in the work of heart-to-heart ministry with our students. Within a month of her announcement, she
was building both relationships and houses in Tijuana, Mexico on our high school mission trip and
getting to know our middle school students on their mission trip in Portland, Oregon.
This fall, we also welcomed Cody Duoos to the youth ministry team as the Middle School Coordinator.
Cody and Danielle have been a great team, and we look forward to what 2017 has in store.
During 2016, middle schoolers learned about sacraments, high schoolers got confirmed and served
as leaders to their younger peers, we celebrated high school seniors who were graduating, and we
prayed, played, sang, ate, and built together. We had vulnerable moments, hard questions asked, and
a lot of laughter. The main goal in our youth ministry is to give teenagers a clear look at Jesus and his
love for them, and to set them up to be lifelong followers of him.
Many years ago, BPYG (Bethany Presbyterian Youth Group), started a relationship with the youth
ministry at Emerald City Bible Fellowship in the Rainier Valley. Their youth pastor, Louie Praseuth, has
been a great partner in ministry on our high school mission trips, and that continued this summer
with our trip to Mexico. We have a lot that we can learn from each other. It’s so good to show our high
schoolers that God exists outside the walls of Bethany, so that when they graduate and go off to college, they will have already seen other ways to pray, worship, and talk about our God.
We would covet your prayers for more adults to step forward to serve in both our middle school and
high school ministries. Please continue to pray for Danielle, Cody, and the many leaders who serve
our students with the hands and feet of Jesus.
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Highlights of 2016
Pictures
M.S. Trip to a Pumpkin Patch
Fun in the Fellowship Hall
M.S. Mission Trip to Portland
H.S. Mission Trip to Tijuana
M.S. Sacrament Retreat

Other Highlights of 2016
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Wednesday
Night Dinner

JANET MOORE, DIRECTOR OF WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER
2016 was a big year for Wednesday Night Dinner.

20th Year Anniversary Celebration

1

We celebrated our 20th year anniversary. With the help of Karen Rider and many
volunteers, we hosted a special meal and fun celebration. It was amazing to see
how many guests have been eating with us for 20 years.

One guest told me how important it was for her to be
invited into the church for
dinner while standing in
line to get food from then
Queen Anne Food Bank.
She felt like she was being
invited into the “club;” that
she belonged to something
because of the invitation to
the dinner.
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DID YOU KNOW
Wednesday Night Dinner offers its
guests a delicious meal in a friendly
environment, but it also seeks to assist
individuals with needs. This is thanks to
the support of the Bethany community,
volunteers and generous donations.

Change in Director

2

Wednesday Night Dinner said “farewell” to me as director and welcomed in Barb
Williams as the new WND director. She will be a great leader, and I am excited to
see where her energy and spiritual leadership takes the dinner.
I have spent 4 very hard, yet
special, months saying goodbye to the many folks I have
worked with over the years. I
visited many in their homes,
which was very rewarding,
as I helped them get their
housing. Goodbyes are never easy, but it was good to
spend some time with the
WND guests.

Volunteer Participation

3

I want to thank our many,
steady volunteers in this ministry who help to prepare the
meal, serve the meal, lead
the Bible study, and pray for
the community. They are just
some of the folks it takes to
put on the dinner each week.
It is a blessing to have such a
wonderful crew.
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Wednesday Night Dinner
TOM OINES, ELDER

Bethany has had a long stretch of welcoming, preparing, feeding, listening, helping, cleaning up and
doing follow-up on behalf of our neighbors from the margins.

Anniversary Celebration
The 20 year anniversary of the dinner was celebrated at both Sunday services on April 17th in the
fellowship hall. Most of the congregation stood when Doug asked who had participated in the dinner
illustrating the depth of congregational involvement in the ministry. God’s caring heart for the marginalized came through in Doug’s interview of Karen Rider, Dave Campbell and John Edwards. It was
a unique and special worship time – thanks to Doug and Janet for putting this together, and the piano
duet by Sylvia and Amy! At the April 20th dinner the celebration continued with a full house of guests
with ¼ Olympic pizzas for each, Karen’s pasta salad and anniversary cake. Tables were decorated with
flowers and balloons. Reflecting on the long tenure of WND I was reminded of St. Paul’s words in 1st
Corinthians 15, “Be steadfast, immovable always abounding in the work of the Lord…”. Bethany has had a long
stretch of welcoming, preparing, feeding, listening, helping, cleaning up and doing follow-up on behalf
of our neighbors from the margins.
Our team includes regular volunteers from the community that come week after week, even though
they are not members of our Sunday congregation. Part of the reason for the quality and perseverance of this team is the fun leadership, caring faith, discipline and integrity of Janet Moore and Karen
Rider. Among these volunteers are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Ben, a Seattle U professor, previous food runner.
Dennis, bread/sweet donor and current food runner.
Tom, kitchen assistant, served 5 years.
Jesse, vegetable slicer and meal assistant.
Missy, deaf community and set up helper.
Esme, general kitchen helper, serving 20 years.
James, recycling helper.
Peter & Tara, greeters.
Nelson, an attorney, pot/pan washer.

CELEBRATING
OUR VOLUNTEERS
Wednesday Night Dinner is blessed with
a team of quality, long-term volunteers
who help to make the evenings flow
smoothly.

Other Highlights
Appreciation for Janet Moore
A highlight for 2016 was expressing appreciation to Janet Moore for 13 years
of dedicated service as a Social Work Coordinator and Wednesday Night Dinner Director. Janet did a tremendous job of developing the WND ministry during her years of service. She completed her work in December, which included
training Bethany’s new Wednesday Night Director, Barb Williams.

Discretionary Fund
Wednesday Night Dinner welcomes donations to a discretionary fund which
helps to assist individuals within the WND community, spending $56,695
for this purpose in 2016. These discretionary funds have been generously
provided by our congregation and through matching gifts from local companies. In November 2016, the discretionary fund amount was at $57,000, after being used for items like
school clothes for WND kids, rent assistance, Safeway and Subway gift cards, YoungLife camp for WND
teens, and college tuition assistance for a student associated with Wednesday Night Dinner.

$56,695

Although we can provide warm meals and some types of assistance, there are some food and social
services that we are not able to provide -- things like legal assistance, canned and dry goods, medical and dental help, hygiene services, and meals for the six other days of the week. Because of these
other needs, the WND leadership team decided to distribute some of our designated funds to local
organizations in order to help our friends as follows: $4,500 to purchase items for guests, and $9,500
given to local charities and food banks assisting the low-income and homeless population in Seattle.

Christmas Dinner
Wednesday, December 14 was some kind of record, as the fellowship hall overflowed with guests. Over 200 gifts were given out by our congregation, and
guests loved the roast turkey and fixings. A special memory was seeing a longterm guest just overjoyed with his gift of warm and waterproof winter boots.
He is homeless and his canvas tennis shoes were frequently wet. Thanks to
whoever purchased this gift and to those who purchased all the others!
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Worship
Ministries
KYLE TURVER, DIRECTOR OF WORSHIP MINISTRIES

Increasing Opportunities for Youth
When Danielle joined the team this year, we found a shared passion to help students engage their musical gifts for worship. Since joining the team at Bethany I have been looking for ways to get students
involved in music. As you can imagine, many factors make this difficult, but we had succeeded on a few
attempts: getting a few high school students plugged into music on Sunday mornings, and starting a
student choir called Una Voce. When Danielle and I put our heads together, we came up with an idea
for a bi-weekly youth musician gathering. This gathering would be open to any student who wanted
to participate. We would eat dinner together and then work on songs for worship at Youth Group that
night. We implemented this in early fall 2016 and recruited a second adult leader join me in hosting.
It is hard to know how these kinds of gatherings will go
and to properly prep for them. The first night we hosted
the gathering we had let students know, it seemed like we
would have a good group of them. Turned out only a few
showed up, and quite late. But right on time was a student
I had not known was coming, carrying his ukulele. I quickly
found out that his mom had convinced him to come and
that he had only been playing the ukulele for a few weeks.
It was at this moment I wondered what we had gotten ourselves into, but a wonderful surprise awaited me. This stu26

Worship
Highlights
Taize at The Well
Choir and Ensembles
Improved Sound System
Una Voce Choir

dent was a quick learner and eager to give it his best. We worked through the songs, together taking opportunities to teach him as we went. By the end of the session he had his bearings enough
to participate in leading worship at youth group. He made a tangible contribution to worship that
night. I walked to my car after the evening was over with a deep sense of gratitude. I realized that
this is exactly why we are doing this: to help students learn and play with their God given talents
and to realize that those talents can be nurtured and utilized in the church, for God’s glory. Stories
like this one seem to happen, in one way or another, each gathering we host. And we are beginning
to build a culture where the youth lead their peers in worship at BPYG. It has been a wonderful
experiment and I look forward to what it will mean for Bethany’s worship in the years ahead.

Highlights
• Taize Service. Beginning a collaborative,
monthly Taize service with The Well at Queen
Anne United Methodist that offers a space for
contemplative worship with Bethany and our
neighbors. This takes place the first Tuesday
of each month.
• Choir continues to be a highlight for me. It is
a joy to direct a diverse group of singers and
help to bring their voice into worship.
• Ensembles are doing a great job in leading the congregation in worship. We continue to be
open to new members and voices, but have a strong base of musicians established on monthly
rotations.
• The sound system has been a work in progress since my arrival at Bethany. We have worked
hard to get the system to a place where it is in good order. We were able to do a concert this
Advent and we received many complements from the musicians about our space and sound
support.
• The Una Voce student choir prepared and sang a piece with the adult choir this Advent. It was
fun and rewarding for both choirs.
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Worship Ministry
DELENE DEFOREST-DALE, ELDER

Once again, the highlight of the year for me was hosting, feeding and facilitating discussion during
an Usher Appreciation Luncheon in October. I really enjoy the devoted ushers we have and it brings
me joy to serve them, encourage them and hear what they are thinking about on a host of topics. We
started our time together by answering the question “what was a memorable moment during this last
week?” We learned a lot about one another as each answered. Among other great stories, we heard
about Mark Plunkett’s fishing adventure at Deception Pass. He was catching and releasing and in the
process, one fish didn’t fair well and was going to die. Mark prayed…”Lord, can you bring something good
from this hard situation?” Within minutes, a large bird swooped down and scooped up the fish for lunch.
At the luncheon, we talked about our updated usher binder, a new protocol for helping with disruptive folks during worship, welcoming kids into the ushering world, the new visual guides that help
newcomers get their kids to Sunday School classes and more. We welcomed four new 2017 ushers at
the meeting, Steve Jones, Patricia Weier, Jennifer and Reed Standlee. Norm Hardy, Jason Katsanis will
also join the scheduled 9am usher team and Keith and August McMahon have been added to the list
of usher alternates. Most of these new ushers signed up to serve at the “Connect Table” in the Fall…
what a gift!
Another highlight in my role was working with the new Arts Elder, Sarah Sawers on her Advent art installation in the sanctuary involving decorated butterflies. I enjoyed the conversations we had leading
up to the Advent Celebration and the art project itself. Watching kids get totally into beautifying their
butterfly and playing with the glitter was really entertaining and fun. Seeing the butterflies displayed
and shimmering as the light hit them was beautiful and I love that a lot of people were able to contribute to that Advent “waiting” reminder.
I’ve thoroughly appreciated engaging in the “same sex relationship” discussion with fellow Bethanyites, staff and elders this year. I have learned a lot from many of you and my respect for the corporate
discernment process has grown immensely. Thank you Bethany for your willingness to engage in this
important dialogue. I’m confident that God is with us as we wrestle with hard subjects together.
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Prayer
Ministries
ANNE VAN RODEN, ELDER
“One of the great insights that came to me at Bethany was that while for many years I thought of
prayer as something we did to prepare for our work as Christians out in the world I came to believe
that it is in prayer that the real work is done. This truly changed everything for me.”
- former pastor Bruce Murphy

Prayer Ministries continues to be surprised and grateful for
the ways God shows up in our ministries and our three different prayer teams.

Urgent Prayer Requests
We have seen God respond to the urgent requests put on
our prayer email chain and the power of lifting up our brothers and sisters through prayer.

Healing Prayer
We have felt honored to pray for long-term Bethany members as well as people from outside our
Bethany community who have heard about our healing prayer ministry. Whether for physical symptoms or challenging life circumstances, people universally feel God’s sweetness, His loving presence,
His mercy and grace when we enter His presence together, seeking His intervention in their lives.
Healing prayer is an oasis in the desert for people, and a chance for us to experience God’s unconditional love for His children.
A precious time for those of us on the healing prayer team has been our Friday mornings in the sanctuary, praying as God leads for our upcoming worship services, for our congregation, for individuals
and for our world. He meets us every time in surprising ways.

Praying Up Front
During the year, we have also had many blessed moments of having “just the right person” praying up
front during worship services for someone who has a need that week. God is faithful to orchestrate
what takes place.

Taize Service
And the monthly Taize service inviting us into contemplative prayer has been an especially meaningful addition this year, helping to keep us focused on God during these changing and uncertain times.
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Arts
Ministries
SARAH SAWER, ELDER
With this being my first year as Arts Elder, or any position of leadership at Bethany, I have spent a large
portion of my time getting acclimated by connecting and learning from those who have been here
much longer than I have. I am so grateful for beginning my time with walks in Discovery Park with Dianne Ross (Children’s Ministry), long chats over tea and coffee with Kyle Turver (Worship) and dozens
of emails with Zach Christensen who graciously answered my dozens of questions on everything from
budgets, location of cleaning supplies, and how to get into the Bethany darkroom. I am overwhelmed
and excited by the spirit of collaboration at Bethany and their openness to brainstorm, get creative,
and take risks. In looking back on 2016, here are my highlights:

Ramp room exhibitions, including:

1

Shifting Seasons: an all ages reflection on the
beauty and joy found in summer as we enter fall.
Artists featured were: Noah (5th grade) and Allison
Singleton, Alysa Jeide (3rd grade), Mattie (Kindergarten) and Nathan (1st grade) Bucher, and Kyra
(4th grade) and Lynne Farris-Blessing.
Disconnect to Reconnect: featuring photographs
by April Huizenga of the beauty of the people and
landscape of Esperanza on Vancouver Island, captured during her time there this summer. Text from
the artist: “Esperanza is a place of healing. It takes time
to get there, but when you arrive,you are enveloped by
awe-inspiring beauty. The island is surrounded by inescapable water, forcing each to take time to examine their
own reflection.”

Collage Table

2
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Participation leading the Collage table for the AllChurch Godly Play event. It was a great way for me
to meet members of the church as we worked on
collages together as a way of exploring and contemplating the story of Zacchaeus. It was there that

Arts Ministries
Highlights
Ramp Room Exhibitions
Collage Table
Welcome Advent

I was able to see how the act of creating continues to be an act of worship, even
for the youngest of Bethany members. It was fun to have the adults come and
join their kids after service and it was mentioned multiple times how easier conversation with each other can be when we work and create together, our nervousness and anxieties melting away as our hands are kept busy, finding and
creating beauty.

Welcoming Advent

3

This Advent, I joined with the worship and children’s ministry to support the Welcoming Advent event with an all-church collaborative Advent art installation that
highlighted the symbol of the butterfly as an uncommon Advent symbol and
celebrated the beauty and peace that comes through active waiting. There were
hundreds of butterflies created and decorated by all ages of Bethany members
that were then installed within the sanctuary throughout Advent. The butterfly
acts as a visual reminder of our own waiting and the stories of waiting within the
Christmas story. As Mary waited for her son and the Wise Men waited for a savior, we wait in this season to celebrate Jesus’ birth at Christmas and continue to
wait for Christ our King to return to us again. The hope was that we would all be
transformed this season as we hope and wait to experience the beauty and light
that is ours in Jesus. It was a great way to have conversations with kids and adults
as we added contemplation and lots of glitter to the sanctuary.

In closing, I had a blessed time meeting lots of people of Bethany this year and dipping my toes into
the Arts Ministry. I look forward to continuing to find ways to build connections and collaborations as
together we seek God within the world around us and use art and creativity as a means of expressing
our worship and understanding our world.
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Adult Christian
Education
MARGIE VAN DUZER, ELDER
The theme of this year was navigating through changing times.

Where We’ve Been
Once upon a time a long time ago (actually just about 25 years ago), as many as 80 grown-ups gathered together here at Bethany each Sunday morning, not just for corporate worship, but also to attend adult Sunday School classes. These classes were held before and after worship services and
would usually run 6-10 weeks. Although some attrition was to be expected, most of the group that
started continued through the whole class. And often, more than one class was happening at the
same time. Typically one class focused on studying Scripture and another class was oriented towards
a topic of interest for that cultural time period. And, as remarkable as this may seem, Bethany was not
abnormal in its day. Other churches also had regular adult Sunday School classes. It was simply part of
what it meant to go to church on Sunday morning. And this meant that the Adult Christian Education
committee was a busy bunch of folks, working to put together classes on a regular basis.

Where We Are
And then, as often happens in life, things changed. There was less interest in Sunday morning classes.
Attendance dwindled. Attrition rates increased. And the Adult Christian Education committee agonized over what was going wrong. Alas, after diligent self-examination, the committee discovered that
it wasn’t their fault. Bethany was not alone. A trend was occurring throughout most churches in the
United States. Sunday morning adult Christian education everywhere was on the way out.
One could spend pages analyzing this trend. It was a different time. Now everyone was busier,
more connected. It was an era of instant information, TED talks, YouTube lectures. TV shows were
watched on the schedule of the viewer, not the network. A modernist cultural mindset that suggested
that truth could be found and learned was giving
way to a postmodern mindset that suggested that
“truth” was transitory, personal and assessed, if at
all, through individual experience. Sitting in a class
at a prescribed time week after week to be taught
by some experts simply didn’t make sense.
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Growing
Year-Round
Scripture
Theology, Church Doctrine & History
Spiritual Disciplines
Outreach/Justice
Arts
Living the Christian Life Today

But the need for deeper learning and training in faith formation didn’t go away. We few, we happy few,
of the current Bethany Adult Christian Education committee have pondered this situation. And while
we realize we cannot and should not go back to the old ways of doing things, we are asking how we
can meet the need for deep learning and faith development in this new context. And in our collective
brainstorming, pondering and praying this year, we have come up with some alternative ideas

Where We’re Going
A Grid for Growth

1

2

3

We’ve developed a grid with areas of learning / development for individuals to
use to assess their Christian growth and will seek to “fill this out” with opportunities going forward. The categories of this grid include: (1) Scripture, (2) Theology, Church Doctrine and Church History, (3) Spiritual Disciplines, (4) Outreach/
Justice, (5) Arts, and (6) Living the Christian Life today. Our goal is to provide
opportunities for all of us to explore each category in further depth.

InterConnecting
We will work with groups both in and outside of Bethany to seek out opportunities for learning and faith formation, which we hope to make available on a
web page as a kind of “one-stop-shop” for those interested in further learning.
Within Bethany, we are also seeking to decrease the number of scheduling conflicts around different events.

One-Off Opportunities
We will continue to help sponsor short, one-off, opportunities, such as the teaching on parenting, coordinating the presentation on discernment, and helping to
bring Jeff Johnson and his musicians to our church for an Advent concert.

As we navigate in these changing times we would welcome your prayers and your suggestions. May
we grow in grace and truth and all live happily ever after.
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Nominating
Committee
SCOTT CUMMINS, ELDER
The Nominating Committee represents the congregation in selecting candidates for the offices of
elder and deacons - and as well for the five at-large members on this committee. Bethany members
vote on the candidates each spring.

Meetings
Twice monthly, Fall-Spring
Terms
One year (beginning in June)
and up to 3 consecutive years.
Members, 2016-2017
Members represent a crosssection of the congregation:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Scott Cummins, elder
Joel McReynolds, deacon rep
Cindy Hagen, at large
Elaine Myers, at large
Ann Kelley, at large
Dan Evans, at large
Leslie Ross, at large
Brian Beaumont, past elder rep
Pastor Doug, ex officio (nonvoting)

Goal
To fill open Session, Deacon,
and NomCom positions
through consulting with a
cross-section of members,
seeking input, and taking
time to listen.
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Members of the Nominating Committee represent a crosssection of the congregation. Our senior pastor is an ex officio
member who along with Bethany staff and anyone in the congregation - provide input on those who are ready to enter into
leadership at Bethany.
Our goal as a committee revolves around prayerfully considering open positions on Session and Deacons to nominate a diverse, capable and energetic cross-section of the congregation.
We do this through being ever more purposeful in consulting
with a wide variety of members, seeking input, and taking time
to listen. Over the past autumn we met with each of our 2017
first and second term elders to learn about the work they are
doing and to help us look ahead to congregational needs.
Our committee’s great wish is that you, through your involvement in ministry and activities at Bethany will be in touch with
us about someone you feel will be an excellent Deacon, Elder
or member of the Nominating Committee. We would like nothing more than to hear from you! Here’s how to go about it:
•

Go to the person to talk and pray with them about why
it is on your heart. If there is agreement that you may be
responding to the Holy Spirit about a calling to leadership
for that person,

•

Reach out to us on the Nominating Committee

Please join me in thanking our Nominating Committee, and
know that we are your “NomCom” - we want to hear from you!

Session &
Statistical Report
MATT BELL, CLERK OF SESSION & SYLVIA LIDELL, STAFF
Session Meetings
January 12			
January 21 (Email vote)		
February 9			

Rev. Eliana Maxim: June 5
July 12
September 13

October 11
March 8			
November 8
May 10				December 13
June 6 (Special)

Congregational Meetings

Danielle Merseles: September 4
Matt Miller: August 28
Laura Nile: June 12
Shannon Vandewarker: April 10
Jeff Van Duzer: March 6; May 1; September 25;
December 4

January 31
February 21
April 17

Barbara Williams: February 14

Those preaching the Word of God
during worhip services in 2016

Membership – 12/31/2015		

526

Additions:
Confirmation of Faith		
Reaffirmation of Faith		
Certificate of Transfer		
Restore from Inactive		
Reinstate			

4
9
7
5
3

Rev. Dan Baumgartner: October 2
Rev. Lynne Faris Blessing: June 26;
November 20
Zach Christensen: January 3
Rev. Dr. Tim Dearborn: May 15
Rev. Dr. Katie Douglass: March 13
Dr. Rob Hagen: August 14
Kimberlee Conway Ireton: August 21
Rev. Dr. Doug Kelly: January 10, 17, 24; February
7, 21, 28; March 20, 24, 27; April 3, 17, 24; May
8, 22, 29; June 19, July 3, 10, 17, 24, 31; August 7,
September 18, October 9, 23, 30; November 6,
13, 24, 27; December 11, 18, 24, 25
Rev. Dr. Mike Langford: October 16
Fredrik Mansfield: January 31

Statistical Information

Total				 28
Subtractions:
Deceased			
Certificate of Transfer		
Removal of Membership

4		
7
65

Total				 76
Membership - 				478
Infant/Child Baptisms			
Teen/Adult Baptisms
Holy Communion was served times:
Weddings				

3
2
78
2
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Administration &
Operations
FRED DRUMMOND, ELDER
3 Howe Permit
Following a lengthy design and review process with Seattle’s
Department of Construction and Inspections (DCI), Bethany
secured a construction permit for 3 Howe and launched reconfiguration of the upstairs offices. Led by Mike Christensen,
the “Bethany builders” completed the project shortly before
Christmas. Dianne Ross and Zach Christensen now occupy
the space on the south end of the second floor. Kyle Turver
remains in the full-sized office on the north end. Gail Beran
Neils, who serves as Communications Administrative Assistant, will continue to occupy her current
smaller space on the west wall. Our goal is that, wherever possible, staff members will have full-sized
offices (at least 100 square feet).

7 Howe Permit
We received a construction permit to reconfigure 7 Howe
shortly before Christmas. Planning is underway and construction is expected to take about four months. First, the
building will be seismically retrofitted to enable future construction of a linkage with 3 Howe. Then all three floors
will be remodeled. The second floor will be reconfigured
into four full sized offices. The main floor will feature an
enlarged meeting space with a mini-kitchen. The basement
floor will have a meeting space, full sized office, workspace at the foot of the stairs, an ADA compliant
bathroom, a mechanical room which will house a furnace capable of heating both 7 Howe and the
envisioned linkage, and a new ADA compliant entry on the west side.

11 Howe Permit
Bethany is still negotiating with DCI over changes needed to make
11 Howe ADA compliant. Once those have been resolved, we will
resubmit the permit application. Following approval, construction
can begin which will result in two classrooms on the second floor
and (likely) a redesigned south entry to the basement. We hope to
have construction completed this summer.
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Finance &
Stewardship
CAROLYN BURKLAND & KELLY PEARSON, ELDERS

Unspent Funds

2016

177
HOUSEHOLDS

Thanks to the generosity of our congregation and prudent stewardship of
our financial resources by staff and elders, we ended 2016 with unspent
funds totaling approximately $29,000. Session has decided to utilize these
funds as follows: $16,066 to retire our prior year deficit; approximately
$1,000 for staff bonuses to two individuals; and the remaining $12,000 to
Outreach, which will be distributed to the PCUSA Disaster Relief Fund and
Bethany’s Local Outreach Contingency Fund.

2017 Budget
We are grateful to enter 2017 in a healthy financial position and with plans
to steward financial gifts toward Bethany’s mission and ministry; both within
Bethany and beyond our doors to our local and global community.
Our financial giving discipline culminated in worship on October 23rd, with
the Gratitude and Commitment Sunday. We dedicated time to incorporate
space for making our individual 2017 financial estimates of giving in the
midst of worship. This was followed by an all-church celebratory brunch.

4%
INCREASE

This fall, a total of 177 households completed estimates of giving totaling
$1,165,080 for use in 2017. The total revenue planned to be given in 2017
increased by 4%, even though 9% fewer Bethany households pledged as
compared to the prior year. This financial commitment represents 78% of
Bethany’s $1,484,558 budget for next year.
We are thankful for every gift given toward Bethany’s mission and ministries.
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O Taste and
See that the Lord
is Good!
-Psalm 34
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BETHANY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - SEATTLE
WWW.BETHANYPC.ORG

40

