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When I was a kid my mother would often send me to High-
tower’s Market two blocks down Morse Street to purchase 
some ground round for burgers at dinner.  Sometimes, how-
ever, she’d send me not for ground round but for ground 
chuck.  The problem was, by the time I’d arrive at the store, 
I’d forget which cut of beef I was sent for.  It happens to all 
of us.  Churches too.  We’re given a mission, but with all the 
distractions on the way we forget.  Why has Bethany been 
sent to Queen Anne in the heart of Seattle?

At its July 9th meeting, Session approved our new Purpose, 
Character and Direction Statement, updated from previous 
such statements in 2002 and 2007.  The statement is Bethany’s 
attempt to remember and focus, to name the why, who, and 
what: Why are we here? Who are we? What is God calling 
us to do?  We call it purpose, character, and direction.  If you 
haven’t already, I suggest that you read the entire statement 
published on the Bethany homepage at www.bethanypc.org. 
You can also find hard copies on the Welcome Table in the 
lobby.  Let me offer comments on each section, especially our 
newest section on “direction.”

Our Purpose: Written decades ago and unchanged by our cur-
rent Session, this is the why of our worshiping community.   
It’s the 50,000 foot view of what we’ve been sent for: “to be 
grounded in God’s love, centered on Jesus Christ, and em-
powered by the Holy Spirit in order to be a blessing to our 
world, our city and one another.”

Our Character:  In 2014 the session and congregation worked 
together to name our DNA code.  This we call “character.”  It’s 
how we do things at Bethany and how we live together.  This 
is pretty much unchanging stuff, just like our own individual 
DNA.  It’s not who we aspire to be, but simply who we are.

Our Direction:  This is more of the 10,000 foot view that Ses-
sion has been discerning recently.  This isn’t a strategy, a de-
tailed set of new goals and objectives.  Neither does it try to 
name everything we do.  Rather, through a lengthy process 

of prayer and discernment, Session has identified specific 
“growing edges,” places where we see God moving either in 
our church or in our world and beckoning us to join the Lord 
in this work.

We are hearing God call us in the next few years to be in-
tergenerational, invitational and incarnational in five ways.   
These directional thrusts are not meant to exclude all the 
other ministries we engage in.  As the statement puts it: “This 
is not an attempt to list all of Bethany’s ministries, nor should 
it be seen as marginalizing any of them.”

At the risk of distilling the statement further, it seems to me 
that one might see a unifying thread of hospitality in these 
five directions. Hospitality is the practice of creating space 
for the other to thrive and grow; it is a vital practice in the 
Bible.

We hear God calling us at Bethany to “invite newcomers into 
a welcoming church family.”  I constantly hear from first 
time worshipers that they feel welcomed by others in wor-
ship.   But what about community beyond Sunday morning?  
God is leading us with new small groups, better church wide 
communication, and clearer entry points to Bethany through 
gatherings, classes, and ministries like ALPHA.  

We feel called to “invest in senior and emerging adults.”  
Bethany has a large baby boomer population of 60 – 70 year 
olds.  In ten years that will become a large group of 70 – 80 
year olds, something Bethany has not experienced in more 
than a half century.   

Hospitality means making space to benefit from the wisdom, 
time and energy of this group and to serve new needs.  As we 
grow older as a church we also feel called to grow younger.   
God is bringing a growing number of millennials to our wor-
ship services and wants to create space at Bethany for them 
to flourish and grow in Christ.  What does Bethany hospitali-
ty look like in a city that’s a magnet for 20 somethings?   

by Pastor Doug Kelly, Head of Staff

What Are We Sent For?

 "As the Father has sent me, so I send you."    --Jesus, from John 20:21

BETHANY BRIEFS
S e p t e m b e r - O c t o b e r  2 0 1 9

 B e t h a n y  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h        1 8 1 8  Q u e e n  A n n e  A v e  N ,  S e a t t l e  W A  9 8 1 0 9         2 0 6 . 2 8 4 . 2 2 2 2       w w w . b e t h a n y p c . o r g



2

            for 
Looking at         

We're Hiring - Director of Outreach Ministries
Bethany is hiring a part time (20 hours) Director of Outreach Ministries. In ad-
dition to coordinating Bethany's outreach ministries, this role will build and 
deepen congregational engagement with our outreach partners. The Director 
of Outreach Ministries supports Outreach elders and volunteers, and works as 
an integrated member of the pastoral and lay staff team at Bethany Presbyteri-
an Church. If you or someone you know is interested in applying for this role, 
please visit the Bethany website to check out the full job posting.

Join A Small Group this Fall
At Bethany, we strive to grow into a deeper community through joining together 
in small groups. Being an active part of a small group is one of the best ways to 
connect with others at Bethany and to grow in Christ with the support of fellow 
believers. Bethany small groups typically have 5-12 members and meet in group 
members' homes to study God's Word, apply it to life, have fellowship, pray for each 
other, and serve the Seattle community. We have small groups in a lot of different 
neighborhoods in and around Seattle. There's one for you! Questions? Email Joy at 
j_o_y_thomas@hotmail.com.

Bethany Men's Retreat - September 27 - 29
The Men's Retreat will be held at Camp Casey on Whidbey Island. We look forward 
to hearing from Kyle Turver, our Director of Worship, on the theme of Community, 
as well as growing deeper in our fellowship with each other, connecting with God 
in a deeper way, and enjoying a break from our usual routines. Cost is $125; if you 
need a scholarship, contact Keith at k-mac13@comcast.net.



3

 CONTACT US

Reach our Office
bethany@bethanypc.org
206-284-2222
3 Howe St. 
Seattle, WA 98109

Head of Staff
Rev. Dr. Doug Kelly 
DougK@bethanypc.org  

Director of Congregational Care
Linda Cutshall 
LindaC@bethanypc.org 

Associate Minister for Youth and 
Young Adults

Danielle Merseles 
DanielleM@bethanypc.org

Minister to Children & Families
Dianne Ross 
DianneR@bethanypc.org  

Director of Worship Ministries
Kyle Turver 
KyleT@bethanypc.org 

Director of  
Wednesday Night Dinner

Barb Williams 
BarbW@bethanypc.org  

Communications &  
Systems Manager

Suzanne Mason 
SuzanneM@bethanypc.org 

By Lynne Baab, Staff Support Pastor while Doug Kelly is on sabbatical

We’ve had marvelous guest preachers this 
summer, including Rob Stewart on August 
4. (All of our sermons are available on Beth-
any’s website.) Rob is the director of New 
Horizons, a ministry to homeless street 
youth in Seattle that Bethany has long sup-
ported. Rob preached on Luke 12:13-21, the 
parable of the rich fool. Rob talked about 
the fact that at any given moment, we all 
view life through a lens. Our culture encour-
ages us to use money, possessions and lad-
der-climbing as that lens. God encourages 
us to use his gift of a prophetic imagination 
as our lens.

The sermon came at a great time for me, 
because I had just read a wonderful book, 
The More of Less by Joshua Becker, the cre-
ator of the Becoming Minimalist blog. Beck-
er recommends the practice of minimalism 
to help us get in touch with what we truly, 
deeply desire and to grow in living out those 
desires.

I had also just read an article online, “The 
Life Changing Magic of Making Do” by Ben-
jamin Leszcz, in the Daily Globe and Mail. 
Leszcz argues that the Marie Kondo practice 
of evaluating whether or not possessions 
spark joy is misguided. He believes that pos-
sessions were never supposed to give us joy. 
He refers to “things that actually make us 
happy: a sense of belonging, of community, 
of purpose. Time with family and friends. 
Great books. Long meals.”

Rob Stewart’s metaphor of a lens tied to-
gether the book and article I had just read. I 
came away more committed than ever to try-
ing to use God’s lens to look at my life, not 
the various lenses proposed by our consum-
erist, materialistic culture. 

Rob had to stop his sermon because time 
ran out, and two people asked me to check 
with him to find out what he was going to 
say about how to adopt the lens of God’s pro-
phetic imagination. So I called him, and I’ll 
do my best to summarize what he told me.

First, we benefit from conversations with 
older people, our “village elders,” who have 
learned that looking for comfort and safety 
in money and possessions just doesn’t work. 
Rob suggests asking questions to draw out 
wisdom from people who have lived longer 
than we have. What helped them have God’s 
imagination about life? What hindered that?

Secondly, Rob talked about practices that 
change us, specifically Sabbath keeping, 
fasting, and tithing, which “disrupt the he-
gemonic flow of the world” and help us 
learn God’s rhythms.  These practices were 
visible in the life of Jesus and in Jewish his-
tory, and these rhythms change us from the 
outside in. 

Tithing disrupts the pressure that things 
and money will be our gods. Fasting mul-
tiple times, not just once, helps us feel 
longing and want, which opens us to God’s 
priorities. Sabbath keeping helps us to in-
tentionally stop, which enables us to see life 
as dependent creatures of a loving God. All 
of these help us choose to think different-
ly. Rob said that we often think we have to 
change our minds first. Instead, he believes 
our actions shape our minds and re-orient 
us. Thus, spiritual practices modeled after 
Jesus give us a new lens to look through, 
God’s prophetic imagination.
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LIFE
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A t  V a c a t i o n  B i b l e  C a m p

"We got to hear stories about God hearing 
and delivering the Israelites, made special 
encouragement bags for our Wednesday 
Night Dinner guests, had play time outside, 
made crafts, and enjoyed yummy snacks 
made by our amazing kitchen volunteers!"

Celebrating What  
This summer, the people of Bethany went on mission trips, students went to camp, and relationships were built as groups of 
all ages served and learned alongside one another at Vacation Bible Camp, Summer Sunday School, during fellowship on 
the lawn, and on mission trips and camps. When we tell our stories, we bear witness to what God is doing in and through 
people at Bethany. This photo spread is a way to share some of those stories, and provide a little taste of our FULL summer 
of ministry, fun, building deeper community, and encountering God in a fresh way.  

"We loved heading to assembly time where we gathered for worship every day. We sang some of our favorite songs like 'Good Good 
Father' and the 'Ducksology,' brought an offering to support our Youth missionaries, memorized Bible memory verses, and learned     
from "Park Ranger Irwin" and Hannah that, no matter what life may bring, GOD IS GOOD!!"



5

God Has Done  

O n  t h e  P u e r t o  R i c o  M i s s i o n  T r i p

O n  t h e  E s p e r a n z a  M i s s i o n  T r i p
"Esperanza is a community of convergence, a meeting grounds for people of various abilities, interests, denominations and eth-
nicities. It is a place where people learn about our Creator, about one another, and about themselves. We at Bethany have had the 
privilege of serving at Esperanza for many years through our summer group efforts - helping care for and repair the ministry home 
base there, assisting the staff, and ensuring the facility remains able to serve the people of the coast."

"Thank you for your prayers during our High School Mission Trip to Puerto Rico! Our team served a local church and surrounding com-
munity through various work projects in the ongoing effort to rebuild after Hurricane Maria. We had the privilege of being included in 
worship at the local church and got to visit with the people of the community to help spread the love of God to those in need."
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Coming Up in Children's Ministry

Due to a good response from families about the possibility of at least one (if not two!) children 
and youth choirs this year (K-8), we are moving forward with cautious excitement!

These choirs will meet for six week sessions: 

• Session 1 - Starts October 20; culminates in singing in worship on December 8

• Session 2 - Starts February 23; culminates in singing in worship on Palm Sunday, April 5 

Rehearsals will be held on Sunday mornings  from 10:30-11:15 am.

If you have a Kindergartener through 8th Grader who might be interested (and you’ve not yet responded), 
please let Kyle know so we can add you to the email list (KyleT@bethanypc.org).

Also, we're in need of another keyboard for rehearsals; if you have one to donate or lend us, please let 
Dianne know (DianneR@bethanypc.org). 

Sign Up for Children and Youth Choirs this Fall

NEW SCHOOL YEAR OF CHILDREN'S MINISTRY KICKS OFF SEPTEMBER 15

On Sunday September 15 children will begin a new year of Sunday School, Godly Play,  and children’s 
church! Here’s where your children go:

During 9:00 am Worship
--Infants and one year olds to the Nursery Room

--2 year olds (as of Sept 1) – to the Puffin Room, across from Nursery 

--3 year olds – upstairs to Otter Room, #204

--4 year olds – upstairs to Orca Room, #203

--Kindergarten – upstairs to Godly Play worship center, room 202

--1st grade – upstairs to room 205 (only room on the right side)

--2nd and 3rd grade – Parlor

--4th and 5th girls – meet teachers by piano in Fellowship Hall, then go to top floor of 11 Howe house, 
classroom on right

--4th and 5th boys – meet teachers by windows in Fellowship Hall, then go to top floor of 11 Howe house, 
classroom on left

During 10:45 am Worship
--Infants and one year olds to the Nursery Room

--2 and 3 year olds – to Puffin room for Children’s Church

--4-8 year olds to Godly Play worship center upstairs in Room 202
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Coming Up in Children's Ministry

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THESE UPCOMING FALL YOUTH EVENTS:

First Day of Sunday School for Middle  
and High School Students
Sunday, September 15
 
First Middle School Youth Group
Thursday, September 12
 
First High School Youth Group
Tuesday, September 17
  
6th Grade Milestone
Saturday, November 2, 10am – 4 pm 
Sunday, November 3, both services

 

 Experience Taizé
A Service of Prayer, Song and Contemplation - co-hosted by Bethany Presbyterian

September 26 at 6:30 pm, Queen Anne United Methodist
We have the distinct honor of hosting Brother John and Brother Émile of the ecumenical community of Taizé, France, who 
are visiting the United States this month. All are welcome to join in this time of contemplative evening prayer.

Established by Roger Schutz in the years following World War II, the community of Taizé is a radical sign of unity in a 
world torn by division. It is a community of Brothers determined to give their whole life to helping others try to understand 
one another and be reconciled, a community where kindness of heart and simplicity are at the center of everything.

In the words of Pope John Paul II after visiting the Taizé community in his travels:  "[O]ne passes through Taizé as one passes 
close to a spring of water. The traveler stops, quenches their thirst and continues on their way. The brothers of the community, you 
know, do not want to keep you. They want, in prayer and silence, to enable you to drink the living water promised by Christ, to know 
his joy, to discern his presence, to respond to his call, then to set out again to witness to his love and to serve your brothers and sisters 
in your parishes, your schools, your universities, and in all your places of work."

We hope you'll join us and experience some refreshment for your soul, as we quiet ourselves and listen for the voice of God. 

S a v e  t h e  D a t e

H i g h  S c h o o l 
F a l l  R e t r e a t

Novemb er 15  –  17 
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What Are We Sent For?   (continued from front cover)

by Pastor Doug Kelly, Head of Staff 

In an interesting way, making space for the other includes 
making space for the voice of the Other, a Holy God.  Ses-
sion has discerned that this is a season to “immerse our-
selves in scripture.”  Are we in tune with our Story as a peo-
ple of God in our worship, study and community life?   How 
can you make space for scripture in your own life so that, in 
Paul’s words, the “word of Christ may dwell in you richly?” 
(Colossians 3:16) 

In the Bible, of course, hospitality starts with the stranger, 
the alien, and the immigrant, and so it is that God is call-
ing Bethany to “incarnate Jesus mercy” to refugees.  We’re 
feeling called to build on Bethany’s history of ministry to 
immigrants, a history that includes the housing of  refugees 
on our property in the 80’s, our decades long partnership 
with World Relief refugee resettlement, or our more recent 
partnership with Seattle World School. 

Finally, we hear God calling us to “incarnate Kingdom 
justice” around racism.  Henri Nouwen says, “Hospitality, 
means the creation of a free space where the stranger can 
enter and become a friend instead of any enemy.”  How can 

God use Bethany to create space where polarized groups 
can become friends?  This is a call to “understand” the 
truths of our church history, name lingering systemic rac-
ism, and to “practice anti-racism through compassionate 
and informed action.”  

In her novel "Lila," Marilynne Robinson reveals the back 
story of the wife of the Rev. John Ames, the voice in her 
celebrated novel Gilead.  Lila, reflecting on a homeless and 
chaotic childhood, makes this comment on one season of 
relative stability in the family she traveled with: “it seemed 
that they knew who they were and where they should be 
and what they should be doing.”

Bethany’s Purpose, Character and Direction Statement is 
not a centralized five year plan etched in granite.  Being 
a resurrection people means we can never quite be sure 
where, when, and how Jesus is going to show up.  And giv-
en our DNA we know that we will be listening, “anticipat-
ing that the Holy Spirit will guide us.”  Meanwhile, it’s good 
to seem to know who we are and where we should be and 
what we should be doing.


