
 
 

 
Bethany Pres All-Church Read 

The Color of Compromise  

Chapter Two Study & Reflection Questions 

(Please see study and reflection questions for Chapter 1 on guidelines for conversation.) 

 

1. Take a minute to check in with yourself. How are you doing? Whatever you are 

feeling—tired, stressed, angry, despondent—give it to the Almighty. In Matthew 11: 

28-29, Jesus invites all those who labor, who are weary and heavy-laden to come to 

Him and to find rest. Even as we begin to dig in once again to this book, to name our 

complicity in racism, and get ready to do the work of naming, lamenting, repenting, 

and dismantling racism in order to truly reconcile and repair, let us lay the burdens of 

our day down and ask God to give us open hearts to what God might have for us as we 

reflect.  

 

2. Chapter 2 immediately starts by addressing baptism and the decision by the Virginia 

Assembly to reverse the longstanding tradition that Christians brothers and sisters do 

not enslave one another and instead enacted a law that kept slaves in bondage and re-

interpreted the freedom in baptism and only “spiritual liberation.” What was the 

motivating factor in doing this? 

 



 
 

3. This chapter is entitled “Making Race in the Colonial Era.” On page 26, Tisby remarks 

that from between 1500-1700 “race was still being made.” Is the concept that race is 

made, that race is a social construct new to you? If not, when did you realize that race 

was something made—that it took, “intentional actions of people in the social, 

political, and religious spheres to decide that skin color determined who would be 

enslaved and who would be free?” How does this change things for you?  

 

4. Chapter 2 references the explorer, Christopher Columbus and his encounter with 

indigenous people groups in North America. Reflect a bit on how you grew up. What 

were you told about Christopher Columbus? How did you feel about it what you 

heard? Was there a sense of pride? Entitlement? Confusion? Questions? If you are in a 

group, there may be people in different generations who had vastly different 

experiences on what they were told. What did you learn about this this period? 

 

5. Tisby ends the section on Columbus with the acknowledgment that a “paternalistic 

view of evangelism permeates American church history?” Where have you seen this? 

What questions does it bring up for you about evangelism and what it means?  

 

6. The section on pp. 29-32 about the horrors of the Middle Passage are so difficult to 

read and like Tisby acknowledged, “can never be fully comprehended.” What does it 

mean to be “Christian at this time…both the bad and the good.” What were some of 

the responses calling out the hypocrisy?   From Equiano? From John Newton?  

 
 

7. Tisby earlier in this section (p 29), said that the experiences that slaves went through 

are often “misunderstood or downplayed in the present day.” As you read about some 

of these horrific and gut-wrenching injustices done to human beings made in God’s 

very image—what came up for you? We are all inheritors of the downplaying of 

slavery’s horrors, so as you read, what stood out to you. What did you learn that you 

did not know, or remembered that you had forgotten about the early days of slavery, 

particularly in North America (pp 32-35).  



 
 

8. Evangelism is tightly wound with colonialism and assimilation. How was this apparent in 

the relationships between the colonists and the indigenous people? How was the 

gospel “truncated” with this motivation and these methods?  

 

9. The missionary movement maintained “a strict separation between spiritual and 

physical freedom.” (p38)…and emphasized, “spiritual deliverance, not immediate 

liberation.” How have you experienced this throughout Christian history? Throughout 

your own story in your life as a Christian? How do you still experience this…even now?  

 
 

10. What else stood out to you in this chapter? What questions did it bring up?  

 

11. Tisby ends this chapter by saying, “if racism can be made, it can be unmade.” Spend 

some time praying and listening to God. As you reflect on this chapter, what stood out 

to you on something you need to do, explore further, confess, lament…in order to 

“unmake” racism in your own history, your life, your circle of influence.  

 
 

CLOSING PRAYER: 

Litany of Repentance – Dear people of God, our history is marred by oppression, by the 

enslavement of those who differ from us, and by the forces of racism that attack human 

dignity. The sin of racism is woven into our lives and our cultures, in small and great ways, in 

things done and things left undone. As followers of Christ, we reject racism and the 

oppression of other human beings. In building Christ’s beloved community, we must strive to 

love all people, respect all people, and work for the good of all people. We must stand 

alongside God’s children of every race, language, and culture, and work together as agents of 

justice, peace, and reconciliation. In the assurance of our forgiveness, let us kneel before God 

and humbly confess our sins: our participation in racism, our privilege based on racism, and 

our perpetuation of racism.  

God the Father, you freed your people from slavery in Egypt, yet the legacy of slavery 

deforms our lives today. Have mercy on us.  



 
 

God the Son, you prayed that all would be united in your love and service, yet the divisions 

among us rend your body. Have mercy on us.  

God the Holy Spirit, you inspire us to live peaceably with all, yet the stain of genocide and 

internment mars our striving for justice. Have mercy on us.  

We have harmed one another and the earth through negligence, greed, and self-interest. 

Have mercy on us.  

We have failed to condemn discrimination that leads to unrest. Have mercy on us.  

We have decried violence, while overlooking inequity and frustration from which it rises. Have 

mercy on us.  

We have practiced injustice for economic gain and have oppressed others to make a false 

peace. Have mercy on us. 

We have sought comfort in advantage for ourselves at the cost of injustice for others. Have 

mercy on us. 

We have welcomed solace over conflict and ignored the cries of those harmed by our 

comfort. Have mercy on us.  

We have grasped for this world’s goods, and been arrogant toward those who have little. 

Have mercy on us.  

We have not shared the good things we have been given, and blamed the poor for their 

poverty. Have mercy on us. 

We have been fearful and distrustful of those who are different from us. Have mercy on us.  

We have divided ourselves from others, and refused to listen to or believe their experience. 

Have mercy on us.  

We have been indifferent to the pain and suffering of our sisters and brothers. Have mercy on 

us. 

We have held in contempt those who need our help, and not loved them with our whole 

hearts. Have mercy on us.  

We have been self-satisfied in our privilege, and denied our oppression of others. Have mercy 

on us.  



 
 

We have preferred order over justice, and isolation over the struggle for peace. Have mercy 

on us. 

We have quietly held good intentions, and kept silent the message of reconciliation. Have 

mercy on us. 

We have failed to act with courage for the sake of love. Have mercy on us. 

Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. May Almighty God have mercy on us, 

grant us courage and conviction, and strengthen us to love others who are unlike us. May 

God, the Holy and Undivided Trinity, make us compassionate in our actions and courageous 

in our works, that we may see Christ’s Beloved Community in our own day. AMEN.  

--from the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Worship of the Episcopal Church 


