
 
 

 
Bethany Pres All-Church Read 

The Color of Compromise  

Chapter Three Study & Reflection Questions 

 

1. This chapter is entitled, “Understanding Liberty in the Age of Revolution and Revival.” 

The opening section introduces us to Crispus Attucks. Before reading this, had you 

heard of him? What stands out to you about his story? p.40 

 

 

2. Another historical figure is introduced—British Philosopher John Locke—whose work 

informed much of the philosophy of our country’s founders and the inspiration for the 

Revolution. What stood out to you as you read and were reminded of the principles of 

“natural law,” What did you notice? Who was left out from the very beginning? What 

contradictions are present in our founding documents? What happened as a result? 

Were you surprised at the inclusion in the first draft that was taken out—why was it 

taken out? How does this reality of our founding relate to our present day? Where do 

you see connections? pp. 41-43  

 

 



 
 

3. What impact did the Great Awakening have? Where did you locate yourself and your 

tradition in this shift of focus from formal to more informal and less structured forms of 

worship present in this period of revival? How did this shift impact the lives and 

worship of enslaved people?  Do you know a lot about the religious history of your 

ancestors? What about your own religious history and denominations with which you’ve 

been connected? pp. 43-45  

 

 

4. This period saw the first ordination of a black person in America, Lemuel Haynes, who 

was ordained in 1785. What two things were connected for black worshipers? p.45  

 

 

5. What was the impact of the Stono Rebellion on the lives of enslaved people and their 

ability to worship? As with any reference to history—check in with yourself—were you 

taught about the Negro Act of 1740? pp.45-46 

 

 

6. Tisby takes a deeper look at two giant figures in Christianity during this time: George 

Whitefield and Jonathan Edwards. Were you familiar with these figures before reading 

this chapter? What stood out to you about the story of George Whitefield?  Where do 

you see complicity? How would you describe the complicity of Whitefield? What was 

motivating it? p.48 What about Jonathan Edwards? Where do you see complicity? How 

would you describe this complicity? What was motivating it? What about Jonathan 

Edwards son, Jonathan Edwards, Jr. pp.50-51.  This book doesn’t share a lot about 

him, but what might be some of the reasons for his profoundly different positions from 

his father? What does it tell you that his father continued to be more well-known? As 

you think about these two figures of Whitehead and Edwards reflect on how you 

navigate complicated religious figures… 

 
 



 
 

7. Pages 51-52 describe the Baptist General Committee of Virginia’s decision to move the 

debate over slavery from inside the church to the state. What motivated this decision? 

How was the Bible used/misused? How did Black Christians respond?  

 

 

 

8. What do you make of Tisby’s first sentence on p 52: “Harsh though it may sound, the 

facts of history nevertheless bear out this truth: there would be no black church without 

racism in the white church.” How does this make you feel? What was the divide over 

ultimately? (p 53). How do you think this still happens?  

 

 

9. In his summary of this chapter, Tisby names the reality that, “racial segregation in 

Christian churches occurred in the eighteenth century in large part because white 

believers did not oppose the enslavement of African persons.” He highlights several 

things they did instead (p.55) Name some of those things? What stands out to you 

about those responses? How are those responses present in today’s church?  

 

 

10. What else stood out to you about this chapter? What do you need to name, lament, 

grieve, confess, forgive, ask for forgiveness for, lay before the Lord? Take some time to 

listen and pray—either with your group or friend who you are reading this book with or 

by yourself (with the Holy Spirit alongside of you!). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

A Word from Rev. Lemuel Haynes 

 
“I stand here this day, my friends and brethren, to plead for thousands of poor, perishing, 
dying, fellow mortals, who need the bread of life, and whose cries and distresses call for 
compassion. 
 
We stand this day to plead the cause of Jesus, who sits upon the holy hill of Zion with pardon 
in His hands. 
 
We plead the promises and predictions of God’s Word that may encourage your hope and 
trust. 
 
Be not afraid of the haughty mandate of the prince of darkness, for it shall be made to 
subserve the interest of Christ’s kingdom. 
 
Can there be a more delightful employment, this side of heaven, than to wrest souls from the 
jaws of death and hell, and to send the blessed news of salvation to a perishing world? 
 
To promote the felicity of the universe is the happiness of the redeemed in glory. And this 
spirit among Christians is heaven begun on earth. 

If your hearts do not glow with holy affections towards perishing sinners, by which you are 
disposed to do something for their relief, then you have reason to fear and tremble that you 
have no inheritance among the saints in light.” 

Lemuel Haynes, “Divine Decrees: An Encouragement to the Use of Means,” in Black Preacher to White America: The 

Collected Writings of Lemuel Haynes, 1774-1833, Ed. Richard Newman (Brooklyn, NY: Carlson Publishing, 1990), 99-100 

 

 

Closing Prayer 

Lord, as we continue to wrestle with the complicity of the church in racism throughout history, 

keep us attentive to the current cries and distresses of those who are hurting in our 

communities and in our world. Help us to be people of both compassion to see suffering and 

courage to name, stand and act against injustice in both word and deed. Amen.  


