
 
 

 
Bethany Pres All-Church Read 

The Color of Compromise  

Chapter Four Study & Reflection Questions 
 

1. Chapter 4 begins with the story of St Philips Episcopalian Church in New York City. 

What reason(s) did they give to not include this black church within their diocese in 

order to disguise their racism? What overall impact did this have for the black church? 

Pp 56-58 

 

2. Who did the Constitution of the United States have in mind? Who did it leave out—

either explicitly or implicitly? Tisby asserts that some scholars argue that the 

Constitution can be viewed as a proslavery document without ever using the words 

slave or slavery? How did they get away with this? What is the most upsetting and 

disturbing Article in this section? Pp 58-59. Take a minute to think about what it would 

be like to be named as 3/5ths of a person. If you need to take some time to let the 

gravity of that sink in truly, or you want to write about it, lament over it as being in 

direct opposition to the value Jesus placed on human life, do so… 

 

3. What is the chattel principle and what is its driving force? What effect did this have on 

families and on relationships? How were black women particularly impacted by the 



 
 

horrors of the chattel principle. Had you heard of Harriet Jacobs? What stood out to 

you about her story and of the impossible choices she had to face? Pp 61-62 

 
 

4. While white, American Christians “turned a blind eye” to all of the evils done to the 

bodies of black slaves, what did black Christians do? How did black slaves resist the 

injustices done to them? Had you previously known about any of these stories?  Do 

these stories make you view acts of resistance and rebellion differently than you did 

before? What stood out to you? Pp 62-65. 

 

5. We’ve often been told that Sunday morning is the “most segregated hour of the 

week.” Were you surprised to learn that it only became that way after the civil war? 

What was the unfortunate intent of these integrated services? p 66  

 

6. How would you describe “paternalistic Christianity” at this time? pp 66-67 What is 

particularly troubling about the views represented by the ACS (American Colonization 

Society) p67. We can read this now in retrospect as the work of “misguided” Christians, 

but what lasting effects do you think this has had? What have you either seen or 

experienced? 

 
 

7. As a second wave of revivals swept through as the nation, what was noticeably absent 

from these social reform actions and this “Benevolent Empire.” p 68. Where do you 

see complicity in a figure like Charles Grandison Finney? Pp 68-69 What has been the 

last effect of his belief that social change was only about “individual conversion.” Tisby 

says that this is still a “constant feature of American evangelicalism.” Pp 69. Where 

have you seen this to be true?  

 

8. What else stood out to you about this chapter and this antebellum period filled with 

“compromise and complicity?” As always, make sure you are taking time to process, to 

pray, to lay ALL that comes up at the feet of Jesus.  



 
 

Closing Prayer 

God of justice, in your wisdom you create all people in your image, without exception. 

Through your goodness, open our eyes to see the dignity, beauty, and worth of every human 

being. Open our minds to understand that all your children are brothers and sisters in the 

same human family. Open our hearts to repent of racist attitudes, behaviors, and speech 

which demean others. Open our ears to hear the cries of those wounded by racial 

discrimination, and their passionate appeals for change. Strengthen our resolve to make 

amends for past injustices and to right the wrongs of history. And fill us with courage that we 

might seek to heal wounds, build bridges, forgive and be forgiven, and establish peace and 

equality for all in our communities. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  

 

(from Catholic Charities, USA) 

 


