
 
 

 
Bethany Pres All-Church Read 

The Color of Compromise  

Chapter Ten Study & Reflection Questions 

1. This Chapter starts off on a hopeful note with some examples of racial reconciliation efforts at 

the end of the 20th century—an apology from the SBC, the Promise Keepers movement, and 

the rise of multi-ethnic churches. (pp 173-174) Why didn’t these efforts go far enough? What 

did the Obama presidency expose? What is the difference between racism and racialization? 

(pp 174-175) How have you experienced this?  

 

 

2. Tisby quotes sociologists Michael Emerson and Christian Smith and their book, Divided by 

Faith, where they introduce the idea of a “cultural toolkit.” Describe the “white, evangelical 

cultural tool kit.”(pp 175-176) Which of the beliefs in this toolkit: accountable individualism, 

relationalism, and anti-structuralism do you see as impacting the issues of today? How do you 

see and experience this? As you look at the different perspectives between black and white 

people on American life, what do you think influences these varied perspectives? (p 176) 

 

 

3. Tisby describes the origins of Black Lives Matter on the bottom of page 176 and continuing on 

page 177. Did you know about the origins? What comes up for you when you hear the phrase 

Black Lives Matter and how has that changed since its origins after the acquittal of George 

Zimmerman in the murder of Trayvon Martin and now?  Either talk about it in your group 

(remembering to use “I” statements), or reflect personally. Tisby continues to flesh out the 

concept of Black Lives Matter on 179 – what stands out to you about what this phrase means, 



 
 

what it signifies. Does it help you to see it as an assertion of the image of God in black people, 

and as a cry of lament?  

 

 

4. What have been some of the Christian responses to black lives matter, both the BLM 

organization, and as a concept? (p 180) Where have you experienced these responses? What 

stands out in the stories of Lecrae, Thabiti Anyabwile, and Michelle Higgins – all of whom 

experienced the questioning of their faith when they stood up for justice? (pp 181-183) What 

stands out to you about the statistics presented from the Barna survey? (pp 183-184) What do 

you think can be done to address this disparity of perspective?  

 

 

5. Here we are just a week before the election, but let’s think back to the past election: 2016. 

Tisby spends some time detailing some of Donald Trump’s behavior and questionable stances 

on race (pp 185-187), and then shows the stark difference between how black people voted 

and white people voted in that election, and draws attention to the 81% of white evangelicals 

who voted for Trump despite all of the things that Tisby mentioned. (p 187) What reasons does 

Tisby give for why so many white evangelicals supported Trump? (Bottom of page 187-189) 

What might you add to Tisby’s list of reasons why? 

 

 

6. Michael Emerson is quoted as saying “the election itself was the single most harmful event to 

the whole movement of reconciliation in at least the past 30 years. It’s about to completely 

break apart.” What do you think of this statement? Do you agree with him? He said that in 

2018. Take some time to talk or think about all of the other horrific things that have happened 

since then—all of the black lives lost. Tisby points out that “the forty-fifth president did not 

produce the racial and political divide between black and white Christians, but he exposed and 

extended longstanding differences while revealing the inadequacy of recent reconciliation 

efforts.” (p 189) Where do you think reconciliation efforts have been inadequate? Talk about 

your own personal reconciliation efforts, those of organizations with whom you are connected, 

and other institutions that you know about. What continues to stand in the way? What do you 

want to do differently this time?  

 

 

7. Tisby closes this chapter talking about the ways that Christian complicity with racism looks 

different now in the 21st century than it did in the past. What does it look like? What about the 

examples he gives (the PCA, SBC) and the decisions that black theologians, pastors, and 

scholars that he mentions who have given up membership and roles in organizations that 



 
 

have been complicit with racism and white supremacy tell you about what has changed, what 

has stayed the same, and where things are heading? (pp190-191) Where do you see “pious 

irrelevancies and sanctimonious trivialities” in your faith context? What “bold, costly actions” 

do you sense God asking you to take?  

 

Closing Prayer:  

While writing these study and reflection questions, it occurred to me how many black lives have been 

lost since Alicia Garza first penned her “love note to black people” and her friend Patrisse Cullors 

responded and included the hashtag #blacklivesmatter. 

Here are a list of those who have been killed. Spend some time praying over these names – look up 

their stories. Thank God for the lives they lived and pray for those who love them and remain, for their 

families and friends. Pray for justice to be served here on earth in the situations where that is still 

possible. This is not an exhaustive list and is only from 2014-on. Feel free to add names as you see 

names that are missing… 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayers for these precious lives:  

Trayvon Martin, Michael Brown, Eric Garner, Dontre Hamilton, John Crawford III, Ezell Ford, Dante 

Parker, Tanisha Anderson, Akai Gurley, Tamir Rice, Rumain Brisbon, Jerame Reid, Tony Robinson, 

Phillip White, Eric Harris, Walter Scott, Freddie Gray, Brenden Glenn, Sandra Bland, Samuel DuBose, 

India Kager, Jeremy McDole, Corey Jones, Quintonio LeGrier, Bettie Jones, Alton Sterling, Philando 

Castile, Joseph Main, Korryn Gaines, Alfred Olango, Deborah Danner, Chad Robertson, Charleena 

Lyles (and her unborn baby), Aaron Bailey, Saheed Vassell, Antwon Rose, Jr, Botham Jean, Chinedu 

Okobi, Charles Roundtree, Jr, Emantic Bradford, Jr., Atatiana Jefferson, Manuel Ellis, Breonna Taylor, 

Micahel Romos, Dreasjon Reed, Ahmaud Arbery, George Floyd, David McAtee, Dijon Kizzee, Michael 

Harris, Julius Kehyei, Damian Daniels, Trayford Pellerin, Hasani Best, Adrian Roberts, Anthony McClain, 

Kendrell Watkins, Rafael Minniefield, Jonathan Jefferson, Amir Johnson, William Dubose, Said Joquin, 

Demontre Bruner, Jah’Sean Iandie Hodge, Qavon Webb, Finan H Berhe, McHale Rose, Adrian 

McDearis, Yassin Mohamed, Rayshard Scales, Tony McDade, Modesto Reyes, Ruben Smith III, Jarvis 

Sullivan, Terrell Michell, Momodou Lamir Sisay, Ashton Broussard, Darrien Walker, Winston Joseph 

LaTour III, Derrick Thompson, Malik Tyquan Graves, Kamal Flowers, Lewis Ruffin, Jr., Michael Thomas, 

Phillip Jackson, Rayshard Brooks, Caine Van Pelt, Donald Ward, Brandon Gardner, Terron Jammal 

Boone, Robert Harris, Rasheed Mathew Moorman, Aloysious Keaton, Ky Johnson, Kevin Ruffin, 

William Wade Burgess III, Joseph W Denton, Erroll Johnson, Richard Lewis Price, Kanavis Dujan Glass, 

Antwane Burrise, Malcolm Comeaux, Darius Washington, Vincent Harris, Jeremy Southern, David Earl 

Brooks, Jr., Darrien Walker, Roosevelt Lewis, Salaythis Melvin…..and so many others….. 


