
 
 

 
Bethany Pres All-Church Read 

The Color of Compromise  

Chapter Six Study & Reflection Questions 

 

1. The time following the Civil War from 1865 to 1877, known as Reconstruction, was a 

time filled with great hope for black people. Can you imagine what that time was like? 

How would you describe what this time entailed? What stood out to you about this 

particular time of hope and possibility? pp 89-91  

 

2. There is no other way to ask the question than two painful words: what happened??? 

How did President Andrew Johnson impede the advancement of those who were 

formerly enslaved? pp 91-92 

 
 

3. What impact did the Radical Republicans have during this period of time? p92 What 

did the 13th, 14th, and 15th amendments provide? p 93 Where did they fall short?  

 

4. How would you describe the “Lost Cause” mythology that the confederate states 

adopted as a narrative after the Civil war? How did religion play into this? What are the 

unique dangers of this kind of alternative narrative?  Where do you see this play out 

today? pp 93-96 



 
 

5. The initiation of “Redemption” by white supremacists in order to retaliate for their loss 

in the Civil War and to take back the position in society that they thought they were 

entitled to, is one of most staggering and horrifyingly deliberate attempts to suppress 

black voices. How did white supremacists attempt to do this? (pp 96-97) What was their 

motivation? 

 

6. Two historical events had a profound impact during this post-Civil War time: the 

“Compromise of 1877” (there is that word again), and the supreme court case of Plessy 

vs. Ferguson. pp 97-98 What happened in these events? What impact did they have? 

What message was communicated?  Where do you still see these issues present today? 

It is always helpful to remember Tisby’s words from chapter 1: Racism doesn’t go away, 

it just adapts.  

 

7. In the three major iterations of the Ku Klux Klan that Tisby describes on pp 99-102, 

what disturbs you the most? Were you surprised by any of what you read concerning 

the first iteration of the Klan and particularly their religious nature and the Christian 

complicity with racism that had entered the White House with Woodrow Wilson? (p101) 

What kind of caution does this give you when you see the triumvirate of these three 

things: a cross, the Bible, and the American flag—the interspersing of Christianity with 

racism and nationalism? If you are white, how do you lean into the discomfort of a 

statement like the one that historian Kenneth Jackson makes: “to examine the Ku Klux 

Klan is to examine ourselves” ? (p102) How do you make sense of the reality that 

40,000 plus ministers were Klan members? 

 
 

8. The Jim Crow era was devastating for black people in every single area of their lives.  

The means to keep black people subjugated by people who still believed that black 

people and white people were not equal, ranged from actual legal policies to informal 

traditions and violent intimidation tactics. It was “white racial terrorism and was often 

sexualized terror. pp 104-105 Take some time to reflect on Fannie Lou Hamer’s 

statement that, “A black woman’s body was never hers alone” and add that to Malcom 

X’s statement that the “most disrespected person in America is the Black woman. The 



 
 

most unprotected person in America is the Black woman. The most neglected person 

in America is the Black woman.” How do you see this continue to play out today?  

 

9. How did the 13th amendment get horrifically applied in this era? pp 105 

 

10. In the most disturbing section of this chapter, Tisby reminds us that “any perceived in 

fraction of the Jim Crow codes could earn a black person “death by tree”—lynching.”  

 

11. At several points in the section on lynching, I had to stop for a minute either because I 

thought I was going to throw up or I just needed to stop and cry over the evil that has 

been done to black bodies. Give yourself permission to stop for minute, to write, to 

cry, to confess, to repent, to lament, to pray. Tisby reminds us that the majority stance 

of the American church was “avoidance.” He goes on to say that, “the practice could 

not have endured without the relative silence, if not outright support, of one of the 

most significant institutions in America—the Christian church.” (p109) He ends this 

section with the words of theologian James Cone, who represented many black people 

who struggled to make sense of lynching from within their Christian faith. How did 

Cone make sense of this? How did he navigate this theologically? pp110  

 

12. On Wednesday, two of the leaders from ECBF have arranged for us to close the 

evening by listening to the Billie Holiday song, “Strange Fruit” sung by Nina Simone. 

Cone says that “Both Jesus and blacks were strange fruit.” In preparation to hear that 

song and spend some time in grief, lament, and reflection, here are the lyrics.  

Southern trees bear a strange fruit 

Blood on the leaves and blood at the root 

Black bodies swinging in the southern breeze 

Strange fruit hanging from the poplar trees 

Pastoral scene of the gallant south 

The bulging eye and the twisted mouth 

Scent of magnolias, sweet and fresh 

Then the sudden smell of burning flesh 



 
 

Here is a fruit for crows to pluck 

For the rain to gather, for the wind to suck 

For the sun to rot, for the trees to drop 

Here is a strange and bitter crop 

 

Closing Prayer, from the prayer of Martin Luther King, Jr.  

God, we thank you for the inspiration of Jesus. Grant that we will love you with all our hearts, 

souls, and minds, and love our neighbors as we love ourselves, even our enemy neighbors. And 

we ask you, God, in these days of emotional tension, when the problems of the world are 

gigantic in extent and chaotic in detail, to be with us in our going out and our coming in, in our 

rising up and in our lying down, in our moments of joy and in our moments of sorrow, until the 

day when there shall be no sunset and no dawn. Amen. 

 


