
 
 

 
Bethany Pres All-Church Read 

The Color of Compromise  

Chapter Seven Study & Reflection Questions 

1. This chapter deals with the reality that racism wasn’t just a Southern problem but was 

present all throughout the North and other parts of the country as well. Reflect with 

your group, or if you are doing this study on your own, on where you grew up? What 

was the racial climate in your geographic area?  

 

2. What stood out to you in the stories of Augustus Tolton and William J Seymour? p 113-

114? Why was the unity of the Azusa Street Revival so short-lived? p 114 

 
 

3. Tisby tells the story of Walter Rauschenbusch, a pastor who believed that, “in order to 

serve the spiritual needs of his congregation, he had to address the whole of their 

lives.” p 115. What was presented as the alternative to this tradition of “social gospel?” 

p. 115-116? What was the main focus of this Fundamentalist movement? What was a 

third way that black Christians adopted in the 1920’s and 30’s? p116. Reflect on where 

you continue to see the conflicts between the social gospel and fundamentalism 

today? How have you navigated this?  

 



 
 

4. What were some of the tensions during and after WWI? 117-118? What issues did the 

Great Migration expose? P119. What were the varied responses to FDR and the New 

Deal from Christians? p 120  How did the New Deal fall short for African Americans? 

P122  

 
 

5. What stands out to you about the story of Pepperdine College? Where do you see the 

complicity in racism?  

 

6. What stood out to you about the post-WWII era that Tisby describes? Pp 122 How 

does real estate factor into this era? Time and time again Tisby says the words, 

“deliberate,” “intentional,” “by design”….all reiterating the fact that things didn’t 

need to be this way. These home-owning policies (redlining p124) were intention, 

“government-sponsored racism.” To what extent were you aware of these things? 

What ways did Christians attempt to address this issue? Why don’t we see this level of 

“commitment to residential desegregation” (p124) in today’s churches? How were 

Christians complicit with residential segregation? (p127-128) 

 

7. What did Martin Luther King, Jr encounter when his family moved for a time to North 

Lawndale on the west side of Chicago? What does this tell you about the “complicated 

truth” of racism across the country?  

 

8. Tisby ends this chapter with these words: “Compromised Christianity transcends 

regions. Bigotry obeys no boundaries. This is why Christians in every part of America 

have a moral and spiritual obligation to fight against the church’s complicity with 

racism.” As you have now been reading this book for several weeks, what are you 

feeling compelled to do in order to combat racism. Pay attention to what comes up for 

you—what have you been doing that you want to continue to do? Where are you 

feeling the urge to do something more, even if you aren’t sure where to get started?  

 

 



 
 

Closing Prayer:  

O thou Eternal God, out of whose absolute power and infinite intelligence the whole 

universe has come into being. We humbly confess that we have not loved thee with our 

hearts, souls and minds and we have not loved our neighbors as Christ loved us.4 We have 

all too often lived by our own selfish impulses rather than by the life of sacrificial love as 

revealed by Christ. We often give in order to receive, we love our friends and hate our 

enemies, we go the first mile but dare not travel the second, we forgive but dare not 

forget. And so as we look within ourselves we are confronted with the appalling fact that the 

history of our lives is the history of an eternal revolt against thee. But thou, O God, have 

mercy upon us. Forgive us for what we could have been but failed to be. Give us the 

intelligence to know thy will. Give us the courage to do thy will. Give us the devotion to love 

thy will. In the name and spirit of Jesus we pray. Amen.  

–Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr  

(https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/king-papers/documents/prayers) 

 


