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The Color of Compromise  

Chapter Nine Study & Reflection Questions 

1. This chapter deals with the deliberate and conscious organizing of the “Religious 

Right” at the end of the twentieth century. Tisby begins this chapter with a series of 

comments by Republican strategist, Lee Atwater which characterized “color-blind 

conservatism.” (p152-153) What do you find particularly egregious about these 

statements made by Atwater? How has this line of thinking influenced you, your family, 

where you grew up? Had you been previously aware of this deliberate language shift? 

What questions does that raise for you?  

 

2. Tisby lays out the complexities of the word “evangelical.” How does he describe it? (p 

154) What does that word mean to you—both what has it meant to you in the past and 

what does it mean to you now? Would you use that word to describe yourself? Why or 

why not?  

 
 

3. A reminder that Tisby gives us throughout the book is to remember that “racism never 

fully goes away; it just adapts to changing times and contexts.” How did racism adapt 

after the Civil Rights era (post 1964 and the Civil Rights Act)? (pp155-156) What kind of 

caution might that gives us today?  



 
 

4. Last week we talked about MLK and Billy Graham, with Graham representing white 

moderates who were more concerned with “order” than with “justice.” How did this 

rhetoric of “law and order” continue with Graham and his relationship with Richard 

Nixon? (pp 156-157) What stands out to you in Nixon’s approach, referred to as the 

“Southern Strategy” by some political analysts and historians? (pp157-158) What were 

the values of the Sunbelt voters and what was the impact? (pp158-59) What do you 

make of Billy Graham endorsing Richard Nixon in 1972?  

 

5. Tisby says at the end of this section on “law and order” that, in terms of colorblind 

ideology and complicity with racism,  “nowadays, all the American church needs to do 

in terms of compromise is cooperate with already established and racially unequal 

social systems.” Where do you see this cooperation happening today? (p160) 

 

6. In the section entitled “Racial Integration and the True Origins of the Religious Right,” 

Tisby reveals that abortion was not the defining issues for the religious right, but rather, 

racial integration was. (pp161) Were you surprised to learn this? What were some of the 

issues that were contributing to this that ultimately led the Supreme Court decision in 

Green v. Connally? (p162)  

 
 

7. What do you glean about the differences between fundamentalists and evangelicals in 

the midst of the discussion around Bob Jones and the university bearing his name on 

pp162-164. What is particularly troubling to you about the rest of the story of Bob 

Jones university and how they sought to justify their views on interracial dating. 

(pp164-165) Despite the fact that they have since offered an apology, Tisby reminds us 

that, “the damage had been done,”….all in the name of religious freedom. Reflect 

either in your group or by yourself about your feelings on religious freedom. What 

does that mean to you? What is sacred to you that you long to see protected? In 

looking at this story, does this help you to understand other issues in our current day 

where “religious freedom” is being used to justify certain actions, or does it make the 

issues more confusing?  

 



 
 

8. What issues that we’ve read about before in this book does the formation of the Moral 

Majority reflect, particularly represented in the figure of Jerry Falwell? P166. How do 

you make sense of the hypocrisy in the switch of his views on politics and religion from 

1965 and 1976? (p166) 

 
 

9. After laying out the relationship between the Moral Majority and Ronald Reagan, Tisby 

asks a question on the bottom of page 167: “What did conservative Christians support 

when they voted for Reagan?” Based on the text, how would you answer that? What 

specifically can be pointed to in his comments, his support of certain institutions, and 

his policies that were anti-black? (pp168-169) 

 

10. What other ways did the Religious Right fail to advance and support black civil rights? 

What words and phrases were used to bolster their position but that created a false 

narrative? (pp 170-171) 

 
 

11. Tisby concludes this chapter with the following quote: “when we examine our attitudes 

about race and consider them in light of the history of slavery and racism in America we 

begin to see that Christians have a responsibility to, at the very least, consider how the 

political connections between theologically conservative evangelicalism and 

conservative politics, namely through the Republican party, have supported racial 

inequities.” Reflect for a bit on your own political leanings. What motivates you? What 

is important to you? How have you navigated the political climate in the United States 

throughout your voting life? Spend some time in prayer either in your group or in by 

yourself, praying for this upcoming election—that our election will be safe, fair, and 

free. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Closing Prayer 
by Dr. Barbara Williams Skinner 

Almighty God, Creator and Maker of heaven and earth, you alone are worthy of all glory, 

honor, worship, adoration, and praise. Lord, you reign over all nations and rulers, for all time 

and eternity. You alone made every person in your divine image and likeness and deemed 

them worthy of love, respect, dignity, and honor. You, alone, expressed your redeeming love 

by placing humankind on such an exquisite and breathlessly beautiful earth and charging 

them to steward your world in righteousness and love. But now, O Lord, sinful, stony hearts of 

some of your children have polluted the earth physically and soiled it spiritually with the 

lingering impact of the massacre of indigenous people, enslavement of African people, and 

systemic injustice on Latinos, Asians, and poor whites that is a stench in your nostrils. Lord, 

the America that you have blessed mightily with a democratic form of government now stands 

on the brink of fascism, cruel dictatorship, and tyranny that will sustain white supremacy on 

which the nation was built—indefinitely.  

Hope for “We the People” to finally include your children of every hue and race now stands 

on the verge of being shattered in the coming elections. God, we cry out like the prophet, 

Jeremiah, “Ah, Sovereign Lord, you have made the heavens and the earth by the power of 

your outstretched arm. Nothing is too hard for you. (Jeremiah 32:17). God, we align our 

hearts with the prophet’s wail: “The harvest is past. The summer is ended. And we are not 

saved!” [from racism, sexism, and exploitation of vulnerable people like Breonna Taylor and 

George Floyd, killed by state-sponsored hatred of people of color]. God, we ask you from the 

silent cries of our bellies, “Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there? (Jeremiah, 

8:5). Jesus, you are the Great Physician, so we ask you to heal our sin-sick nation, grant 

America in November free, fair, and safe elections, and stand firmly against those who would 

destroy our very democracy. In the name of Jesus we pray, AMEN!!! 

This pray is from the TURNOUT SUNDAY and their 40-day Fast and Prayer Guide: 

https://www.turnoutsunday.com/40-day-fast 


