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This collection of iconic black images of Jesus with prayers by noteworthy black women builds 
on my interest in the different ways people envision Jesus as divinity engaging their lives. As we 
celebrate black history, I hope these icons and prayers push you to find an ear that hears truth and 
a voice that speaks truth out loud.   Amid current discussions of racism, white nationalism and 
privilege, the icons invite people to look into and beyond themselves. The prayer words invite all 
to consider the commitment required for racial justice to emerge.  Between the icons and the 
prayer words questions should arise.  I hope the ones I offer prime your pump to seek truth.  I 
would welcome receiving questions you think we should be asking to more clearly see truth.  

I initially organized the four icons as images for each week in February. Whether a weekly or a 
once and done source for reflection, I hope the icons, questions and prayers lead to steps along 
the way toward “a more perfect union” among people in the United States and abroad.   

Please see all of this as my way of both extending my best wishes to you and inviting you to join 
me in reflecting on where I/we stand and the possibility of finding and sharing common ground 
on which we can stand together.  If you would like to join a Zoom dialog, please contact me at 
john.s.kidd@gmail.com. 



Black Jesus icons provide more than images for Black History Month.  African American 
Theologian James Cone stressed the importance of black people seeing Jesus as black:  “It’s very 
important because you’ve got a lot of white images of Christ. In reality, Christ was not white and 
not European. That’s important to the psychic and to the spiritual consciousness of black people 
in a white society in which their Lord and Savior looks just like people who victimize them. God 
is whatever color God needs to be in order to let people know they’re not nobodies, they’re 
somebodies.” 

As you consider this icon, ask yourself –  
How does this image open your eyes to more clearly see the image of God in human faces?  
What truths about yourself and others does it help you to recognize?  
How does Harriet Tubman’s prayer help you understand the commitment racial justice requires? 

“I’m going to hold steady on You,  
an’ You’ve got to see me through.” 

Harriet Tubman  
Prayed while leading runaway slaves north. 



	  
 
This image, from a church in Rome, dates from  530 CE.  Some theologians have argued that 
since Jesus came to bring good news to the poor and oppressed he should be shown looking like 
the poor and oppressed not like the world’s rich and powerful.  On the other hand, history 
underscores the importance of black leaders who have had the means and influence to advance 
the status, rights and privileges of black people. Privileged white people may find themselves 
uncomfortable with a black Jesus who is equal or even superior to them. But history is on the side 
of the dark-skinned Jesus. Some of the oldest images of Christ show him with the dark or olive-
colored skin of Mediterranean people living in north Africa as well as southern Europe.  
 
As you consider this icon, ask yourself –  
How does this image open your eyes to more clearly see the image of God in human faces?  
What truths about yourself and others does it help you to recognize?  
How does Mary McCleod Bethune’s prayer help you understand the commitment racial justice 
requires? 

	  
	  

“We are glad to be called Thy children, and to dedicate our lives to the service that extends 
through willing hearts and hands to the betterment of all. We send a cry of Thanksgiving for 

people of all races, creeds, classes, and colors the world over, and pray that through the 
instrumentality of our lives the spirit of peace, joy and fellowship shall circle the world. We know 

that this world is filled with discordant notes, but help us to so unite our efforts that we may all 
join in one harmonious symphony for peace and fellowship, justice, and equality of opportunity.” 

Mary McLeod Bethune 
Educator, Stateswoman, Philanthropist 

	  



	  
	  
In Christian scripture, the second individually identified person to be baptized in the Book of Acts 
is the Ethiopian Eunuch (Acts 8:26). As a non-binary black person, the Eunuch occupied a 
position of great trust in the inner circle of Ethiopia’s royal court. At Jerusalem’s temple, the 
center of the Hebrew universe at that time, as a eunuch and an alien, he was not allowed to 
participate and was restricted to the outer court.  Once embraced and baptized into the fellowship 
of Jesus’ followers, he joyfully returned to his home country praising God.  The Ethiopian 
Church offers a treasure trove of icons that present black Jesus accompanied by black disciples. 

As you consider this icon, ask yourself –  
How does this image open your eyes to more clearly see the image of God in human faces?  
What truths about yourself and others does it help you to recognize?  
How does Barbara Jordan’s prayer help you understand the commitment racial justice requires? 

 
 

“Help us to be mindful that we are not alone. 
When we need wisdom, we need only to ask for it. 

You have promised to bestow it liberally.… 
Teach us to know that if we are to be successful stewards, 

we must be your servants.” 
 

Barbara Jordan 
Senator from Texas 



	  
Caribbean Jesus 

	  

This icon comes with the following Commentary: “This image of Jesus as a black person comes 
from the Caribbean…  Jesus is shown as a Rasta, belonging to the popular culture of the 
Caribbean, and he appears as the one who liberates the people from their oppression and poverty.  
This powerful face of Jesus is an image of Christian resistance against racism and injustice. It 
shows us Jesus as the one who spoke out against prejudice and who overturned the tables of the 
corrupt traders of his time – and who does the same in our time, too. It’s the opposite of “gentle 
Jesus, meek and mild”. This is Jesus alive and angry about the way class, race and gender are 
used to destroy people’s lives. This is Jesus who said, “if the Son sets you free, you will be free 
indeed!”  

As you consider this icon, ask yourself –  
How does this image open your eyes to more clearly see the image of God in human faces?  
What truths about yourself and others does it help you to recognize?  
How does Sojourner Truth’s prayer help you understand the commitment racial justice requires? 

 
Oh, God, you know I have no money,  

but you can make the people do for me,  
and you must make the people do for me. 
 I will never give you peace till you do. 

Sojourner Truth 




