
B E T H A N Y A RT S
D A V E  B A A B

S k e t c h b o o k  A r t  
( 2 0 1 6  -  2 0 1 7 )

For watercolor artists, “sketching” means painting on site , using watercolor paints. Dave has a travel 
palette and a stool he often uses. Sometimes he paints standing up. 

These sketches come from New Zealand, where Dave was l iving in 2016 and the f irst half of 2017, and 
from Seattle . 

I f interested in purchasing, please contact Lynne Baab at lmbaab@aol.com 
All proceeds received by Dave Baab wil l benefit Dianne Ross's ministry with children's ministries 
directors in small churches and marginalized settings and with young adults getting started in 
childchildren's and youth ministry. Beginning in April 2017, Dianne cut back to 80% at Bethany. She spends 
20% of her time in a ministry of mentoring and equipping children's ministries directors and young 
adults heading into ministry. It is Dave's privi lege to support Dianne's new ministry. 

 
Why sketch versus take a photo?
Dave Baab: Sketching asks me to s low down and observe the scene before me c losely, 
emphasizing/exagemphasizing/exaggerating the par ts that excite me or l i f t my hear t to worship. Now than I ’m 72 with a 
chronic lung disease , I ’m more aware of how fast l i fe is going and how br ief our l i fe span is . Sketching 
captures a moment in t ime at a specific place where I am acting spontaneously to what I see , and thus 
s lows down t ime for a bit . I  can later return to this t ime and place over and over by looking at the sketch I 
create . I can remember my emotions and what was happening that day.

FFor me , beauty captures the awe I feel when I encounter the Liv ing God in creation and in Jesus Chr ist 
through the scr iptures and prayer. “One thing I ask of the Lord, that wi l l  I  seek after : to l ive in the house of 
the Lord al l  the days of my l i fe , to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire at his temple” (Psalm 27:4). 
I sketch scenes that make me stop and say, “Wow, thank you, Lord,” and the one to two hours of paying 
attention to shapes , values and colors helps cement that emotion into my hear t . May this exhibit of some of 
my sketches l i f t your hear t to our beautiful Lord.

 About the Artist: Dave Baab was born in Ohio 
and attended Ohio State University Dental School. 
After serving as a Navy dentist on the U.S.S. Enter-
prise during the Vietnam War, he moved to Seattle to 
do specialty training in periodontics. He met his wife , 
Lynne, and they l ived 30 years in Seattle . They were 
involved in various leadership roles at Bethany for 15 
yyears. Dave retired from dentistry when he and Lynne 
moved to New Zealand in 2007 for Lynne to take a 
teaching position.  As of July, 2017, they are back in 
Seattle , l iving in Columbia City close to their beloved 
granddaughter.
























































