
 
2023 LENTEN GROUPS STUDY GUIDE 

Based on our Lenten Sermon Series – “Conversations with Jesus” 

 
Welcome to Bethany’s Lenten Groups Study Guide designed for groups or 
individuals to follow our Lenten Sermon Series focused on “Conversations with 
Jesus.” In this study guide you’ll find each week’s sermon theme and scripture 
focus, followed by thoughts and questions.   
 
For group leaders and participants, you are encouraged to begin with welcome 
and opening prayer, followed by get-acquainted questions and a reading of 
the scripture passages for each week. Close by praying for each other.  

 
 

  
WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER 
  
CHECK IN 
Take a few minutes in your group to do a two word check-in. How are you 
showing up today? How would you describe that in two words? It is okay if those 
words are contradictory or conflicting! For example, “tired and excited” or 
“overwhelmed and grateful.”  
 
Other ideas for sharing questions might include: What is one thing that brought a 
smile to your face this week? What is one way God met you this week? Try to 
keep responses to one minute.  
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS:  Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7 & Matthew 4:1-11 

 

WEEK ONE: February 26 – A Voice Presses Jesus 



 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  
Feel free to use any of the questions for personal reflection and/or group 
discussion. 
 

1. Take some time to reflect on your immediate thoughts and feelings…your 
wonderings. What do you notice? What questions do you have? What 
stands out to you? Surprises you? Confuses you? Delights you?  

 
2. Both of these texts are about voices. In Genesis, it is God’s voice and the 

serpent’s voice. In Matthew’s text, Jesus has just heard God’s voice 
saying, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased” in 
Matthew 3 verse 17. Now, he is contending with the voice of the devil, the 
tempter, the enemy.  

 
3. What stands out to you about these voices? Are they based on truth? On 

lies?  

 
4. Where do you experience competing voices in your life? How do you 

discern which voices to listen to? What practices help you listen to God’s 
voice?  

 
5. What is one thing you can try this week to combat those other voices and 

listen to God’s voice? 

 
Close in prayer. 
 
  

  
WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER 
  
CHECK IN 
Take a few minutes in your group to do a two word check-in. How are you 
showing up today? How would you describe that in two words? It is okay if those 
words are contradictory or conflicting! For example, “tired and excited” or 
“overwhelmed and grateful.”  
 

 

WEEK TWO: March 5 – Nighttime Chat 



 
 
Other ideas for sharing questions might include: What is one thing that brought a 
smile to your face this week? What is one way God met you this week? Try to 
keep responses to one minute.  
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS:  Genesis 12:1-4a & John 3:1-17 

 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  
Feel free to use any of the questions for personal reflection and/or group 
discussion.  
 

1. Take some time to reflect on your immediate thoughts and feelings…your 
wonderings. What do you notice? What questions do you have? What 
stands out to you? Surprises you? Confuses you? Delights you?  

 
2. What connections do you make between the Old Testament text and the 

text from John?  

 
3. The John text focuses on a conversation between Jesus and Nicodemus. 

How do you imagine Nicodemus showing up to this conversation? What 
tone do you imagine him using? Try to imagine the scene.  

 
4. What do you make of Jesus’ responses to Nicodemus? Are there places 

where you relate to Nicodemus? Places of confusion for you? Places you 
wish Jesus would have given a little more explanation?  

 
5. John 3:16 is obviously one of the most well-known verses, but we rarely 

read it in its full context as part of this late-night conversation between 
Jesus and Nicodemus. How does the context change this verse for you? 
How have you understood or experienced what it means to be born 
again?  

 
6. Some have described spiritual disciples or practices as setting the sails for 

the wind of the Holy Spirit. What practices have been particularly helpful 
for you in your faith journey? Is there anything that you’d like to try that 
you haven’t?  

 
Close in prayer.  
 
 



 
 

 
WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER 
 
CHECK IN 
Take a few minutes in your group to do a two word check-in. How are you 
showing up today? How would you describe that in two words? It is okay if those 
words are contradictory or conflicting! For example, “tired and excited” or 
“overwhelmed and grateful.”  
 
Other ideas for sharing questions might include: What is one thing that brought a 
smile to your face this week? What is one way God met you this week? Try to 
keep responses to one minute.  
  
SCRIPTURE READINGS:  Exodus 17:1-7 & John 4:5-42 
 
Read through the scripture texts. Feel free to use any of the questions for 
personal reflection and/or group discussion.  
 

1. Take some time to reflect on your immediate thoughts and feelings…your 
wonderings. What do you notice? What questions do you have? What 
stands out to you? Surprises you? Confuses you? Delights you? 

 
2. What connections do you make between the Old Testament text and the 

text from John?  

 
3. This is Jesus’ longest recorded conversation with anyone in all of scripture. 

What meaning does that make for you about this passage? What does 
that say?  

 
4. What do you make of their conversation? What role do other people play 

in this story? The disciples? The Samaritans? The Galileans?  

 
5. One of the most powerful pieces of this story is the fact that this woman 

was an evangelist, she told people about her conversation with Jesus and 
they believed her—in a culture where the testimony of women was not 
always believed. Whose testimony have you heard that has been 
transformative for you? What was it about their story that was so powerful 
for you?  

 

WEEK THREE: March 12 – Pushing the Boundaries 



 
 

6. What is it like for you to share your story or your testimony? If you were 
asked to give a “’story along the way” like we do at Bethany where you 
reflect on what the Lord has done in your life, what would you say?  

 
This week, consider either sharing your story with someone else or listening to 
their story.  
 
Close in prayer. 
 

 
WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER 
  
CHECK IN 
Take a few minutes in your group to do a two word check-in. How are you 
showing up today? How would you describe that in two words? It is okay if those 
words are contradictory or conflicting! For example, “tired and excited” or 
“overwhelmed and grateful.”  
 
Other ideas for sharing questions might include: What is one thing that brought a 
smile to your face this week? What is one way God met you this week? Try to 
keep responses to one minute.  
  
SCRIPTURE READING:  John 9:1-41 
 
Read through the scripture texts. Feel free to use any of the questions for 
personal reflection and/or group discussion.  
 

1. Take some time to reflect on your immediate thoughts and feelings…your 
wonderings. What do you notice? What questions do you have? What 
stands out to you? Surprises you? Confuses you? Delights you? 

 
2. This is a two-part conversation between the man who was born blind and 

Jesus. There is the initial short conversation and immediate healing, and 
then the town goes into a frenzy. What other conversations are 
happening here? Who is upset and why? The second part of the 
conversation between the man and Jesus comes after the man has been 
driven out of the synagogue. How would you describe the similarities and 
differences in those two conversations?  

 

WEEK FOUR: March 19 – The Man Born Blind 



 
 

3. What role does sin play in the conversation about sight and blindness? 
How does Jesus turn this concept on its head? Who really sees at the end 
of this story? 

 
4. Who do you have compassion for in this story? Who makes you angry or 

frustrated? Why?  

 
5. Theologian NT Wright often asks people to wonder where they are in 

stories throughout the gospels. Where are you in this story? Are you one of 
the disciples questioning Jesus about a long-held belief? Are you the blind 
man who has experienced a miracle and are now being questioned 
about it? Are you one of the neighbors—a bystander to someone else’s 
miracle? Are you the Pharisees questioning whether something could be 
from God because it goes against your prior knowledge?  

This week, ask God to open your eyes to what God has to show you—even if it 
might challenge you.  
 
Close in prayer. 
 
 

 
WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER 
  
CHECK IN 
Take a few minutes in your group to do a two word check-in. How are you 
showing up today? How would you describe that in two words? It is okay if those 
words are contradictory or conflicting! For example, “tired and excited” or 
“overwhelmed and grateful.”  
 
Other ideas for sharing questions might include: What is one thing that brought a 
smile to your face this week? What is one way God met you this week? Try to 
keep responses to one minute.  
  
SCRIPTURE READING:  John 11:1-45 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
Read through the scripture text. Feel free to use any of the questions for personal 
reflection and/or group discussion.  

 

WEEK FIVE: March 26 – Dead Man Walking 



 
 

1. Take some time to reflect on your immediate thoughts and feelings…your 
wonderings. What do you notice? What questions do you have? What 
stands out to you? Surprises you? Confuses you? Delights you? 

 
2. What do you know about Jesus’ relationship with this family? What does 

the text say? What other stories do you know about them? See Luke 10. 
How do their personalities show up here in this John text even as they are 
experiencing deep grief?  

 
3. Jesus arrives at Bethany (near Jerusalem) when Lazarus has already been 

dead for four days. How would you describe his conversation with 
Martha? His conversation with Mary? Jesus ultimately raises Lazarus from 
the dead—what consequences does this action bring for Jesus? What do 
you think Lazarus, Mary, and Martha’s lives were like after this? What 
would change? (for fun, you can read on to John chapter 12).  

 
4. Our One Parish One Prisoner ministry uses this story as a framework for their 

work—where the stone is rolled away and someone who has been 
“dead” is brought back to life as they re-enter society after incarceration. 
Where are places in your life or in our world where you are longing for 
resurrection? Longing for new life?  

 
Close in prayer. 
 
 

 
WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER 
  
CHECK IN 
Take a few minutes in your group to do a two word check-in. How are you 
showing up today? Or How would you describe that in two words? It is okay if 
those words are contradictory or conflicting! For example, “tired and excited” or 
“overwhelmed and grateful.”  
 
Other ideas for sharing questions might include: What is one thing that brought a 
smile to your face this week? What is one way God met you this week? Try to 
keep responses to one minute.  

 

WEEK SIX: April 2 – Palm Sunday 



  
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS:  Matthew 21:1-11 & John 12:1-19 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
Read through the scripture texts. Feel free to use any of the questions for 
personal reflection and/or group discussion.  
 

1. Take some time to reflect on your immediate thoughts and feelings…your 
wonderings. What do you notice? What questions do you have? What 
stands out to you? Surprises you? Confuses you? Delights you? 

 
2. Compare and contrast these two scriptures passages.  What is the same? 

What is different? What difference does it make for you in your 
connection with and understanding of this story?  

 
3. Much has been made about Jesus riding on donkey. What does this say 

about what kind of king Jesus is? What has that image meant for you as 
you think about Jesus and what kind of king or ruler he is? Right after this 
passage in Matthew is when Jesus overturns the tables in the temple (see 
Matthew 21:12-13). How do you reconcile the humble image of Jesus on 
a donkey and Jesus driving out all of those who were taking financial 
advantage of people in the temple and turning over the tables?  

 
4. Palm Sunday is a time where we lay down our palms of praise. Where we 

shout “Hosanna!” to this King Jesus. What are you praising Jesus for these 
days?  

 
Close in prayer.  
   
 
 
 
 
Songs for the Journey – 2023 Bethany Lenten Playlist on Spotify 
 
Scan the QR code here or visit the Bethany Lent page:  
www.bethanypc.org/lent-2023 


